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earth, we never could fulfill the purposes
of God in this estate.

I have this paper in my possession,
and have had for a number of months
past. In fact, it was written at my re-
quest, and then given into my care, and
I have preserved it with a view, when
thought proper, to have it published.
And as it is a sermon of itself, it would
perhaps be more interesting than any-
thing I could say on the present occa-
sion, and therefore, with President Tay-
lor's permission, I will read it to the con-
gregation.

[The affidavit was then read by Elder
Smith.]

He then continued:

As I before said, I felt to read this
document because of the instruction it
would afford, and for the further object of
showing that although "he is dead, he yet
speaketh." For this testimony of Brother
Clayton will stand forever, though his
body molders into dust. And I am, and so
was the deceased when living, at the de-
fiance of the world to dispute those state-
ments. They are made from personal
knowledge derived from personal asso-
ciations with the Prophet Joseph Smith
himself, not with a view to gain notoriety,
but rather to leave behind him his testi-
mony with regard to this important prin-
ciple. He has done so. And as he has here
stated, as having come from the mouth
of the Prophet, this doctrine of eternal
union of husband and wife, and of plu-
ral marriage, is one of the most impor-
tant doctrines ever revealed to man in
any age of the world. Without it man
would come to a full stop, without it
we never could be exalted to associate
with and become gods, neither could
we attain to the power of eternal in-
crease, or the blessings pronounced upon
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Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the fathers of
the faithful.

There are but a few witnesses now
living in relation to the coming forth of
this revelation; there never were many
that were intimately acquainted with
the prophet and his teaching upon this
subject. I look around me and see a num-
ber of persons in this assembly whose
hair has grown grey in the service of
God, and who had an intimate acquain-
tance with our martyred prophet; but
few, if any of them, were so closely iden-
tified with him in this matter as Brother
Clayton.

There are, however, enough wit-
nesses to these principles to establish
them upon the earth in such a man-
ner that they never can be forgotten or
stamped out. For they will live; they
are destined to live, and also to grow
and spread abroad upon the face of the
earth, to be received and accepted and
adopted by all the virtuous, by all the
pure in heart, by all who love the truth,
and seek to serve Him and keep His com-
mandments; they are bound to prevail,
because they are true principles.

Now we are called upon to pay our
last respects to Brother Clayton. His
spirit has taken its flight; it has gone to
the Father from whence it came, as is
taught in the Book of Mormon. When
the spirit leaves the body, it returns,
says the prophet, immediately to God,
to be assigned to its place, either to
associate with the good and the noble
ones who have lived in the Paradise of
God, or to be confined in the "prison"
house to await the resurrection of the
body from the grave. Therefore we know
that Brother Clayton has gone to God,
gone to receive the partial judgment
of the Almighty, which pertains to the



