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to his covenants or to his brethren? No,

never. I can in all truthfulness before

God and man bear that testimony of our

departed brother, for I have known him

from my youth. Yet, he was not with-

out his failings? But then, they were

of that nature that injured nobody per-

haps except himself and his own fam-

ily. But notwithstanding his unflinch-

ing integrity, and his long life of fidelity

and usefulness, let me say to you, that

for his faults, however trivial, or impor-

tant, he must answer. But he will be

able to pay his debt and to answer for

his failings, and he will come forth and

all that has been pronounced upon his

head by Joseph Smith and by the Apos-

tles, will be confirmed upon him through

all eternity; and there is no power on the

earth or in hell that can deprive him of

them. For as it is said—and, indeed, I

need not refer you to the revelation on

celestial marriage; but will quote from

the words of Christ, as given in the New

Testament. "Wherefore I say unto you,

All manner of sin and blasphemy shall

be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy

against the Holy Ghost shall not be for-

given unto men, * * * neither in this

world, neither in the world to come." Our

departed friend and brother whose re-

mains are now before us, has not sinned

unto death. I would not have it under-

stood for a moment, that I or any of

the Elders attend funerals to smother

over the weaknesses of the departed

dead, trying to make it appear that they

were without faults, and therefore will

not have to answer for any. We know

that every man will be judged accord-

ing to the deeds done in the body; and

whether our sin be against our own

peace and happiness alone or whether

it affects that of others, as the Lord

lives we will have to make satisfaction

or atonement; God requires it, and it

is according to his providences, and we

cannot escape it. We must comply with

the provisions of the law, which Brother

Clayton in my belief, is abundantly able

to do. And when this shall have been

done, he will come forth to receive his

crown, his glory, dominion and kingdom,

and the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and

Jacob which have been pronounced upon

his head.

Then let me say to the family of

our deceased brother, Follow in the foot-

steps of your husband and father, ex-

cepting wherein he may have manifested

the weaknesses of the flesh; imitate his

staunch integrity to the cause of Zion,

and his fidelity to his brethren; be true

as he was true, be firm as he was firm,

never flinching, never swerving from the

truth as God has revealed it to us; and

I will promise you, in the name of the

Lord, that you will rise, to meet your

husband and father, in the morning of

the first resurrection, clothed with glory,

immortality and eternal lives. Which

may God grant in the name of Jesus.

Amen.


