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We are met here today, as we frequently
have to do, to pay the last tribute of re-
spect to the departed dead. Time with all
its changes and mutations brings us face
to face very frequently with the kind of
thing that is now presented before us. We
come into the world, we struggle a little
while with the affairs incident to human
nature, and by and by the struggles of the
present are over. The weary wheels of life
stand still and we go into another state of
existence. As wise, prudent and intelligent
men it behooves us really to comprehend
the true position we occupy in relation to
the past, in relation to the present, as well
as to the future.

Speaking of the past, we all of us have
had our ideas about a pre-existence. We
consider that God is Father of the spirits
of all flesh, not only of those that fear him,
but of those who do not fear him, and
who disobey His laws. He is the father of
the spirits of all, and as is spoken of in the
Scriptures, “We are his offspring” and ema-
nated from him. We came into this world to
attend to certain things which are designed
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by the Almighty and which in the program
of the Lord it was necessary that we should
take our part in. We had very little to do
with our coming here; all things move
along naturally. But we have something to
do, however, with our affairs while we are
here, in a state of probation. But about our
leaving, in ninety-nine cases out of a hun-
dred, or more than that even, we have little
to do with it.

There are certain inscrutable purposes
associated with the divine program which
men generally do not comprehend. We
know a very little of the world in which we
live, and of its inhabitants. But what and
how little do we know in relation to the
past, or in regard to anything pertaining to
the future? Who can comprehend the pur-
poses of God pertaining to the organization
of the earth, say to commence with, and the
peopling of it, and the maintaining of it,
or in regard to the position of the nations
and their destiny; or in regard to the world
itself and the various changes yet to tran-
spire upon it. And then, who of us knows
anything definite pertaining to ourselves,
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