16 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES

We talk about a futurity and about
heaven, of which men have certain vague
ideas. Some think heaven is beyond the
bounds of time and space. It is a kind of
poetic thought, which sounds very well;
but where is such a place? When we re-
flect upon it in our sober moments, we
naturally conclude that it is nowhere. But
men have entertained singular notions
and ideas pertaining to the future, many
of which have been erratic, foolish and ig-
norant; and the fact is, it is impossible for
man, unaided by the revelations of God, to
comprehend anything about him. Job says:
“Canst thou by searching find out God?
canst thou find out the Almighty unto per-
fection? It is as high as heaven; what canst
thou do? deeper than hell; what canst thou
know?”

We are told emphatically that no man
knows the things of God but by the Spirit
of God. And how are they to become ac-
quainted with these things, unless they are
in possession of that light and that spirit
which is capable of imparting to them that
intelligence? A knowledge of God is out of
the ken of uninspired humanity. Who can
draw aside the veil of the invisible world?
Who can penetrate into the future and
look, as some men have, through the dark
vista of future ages and see the purposes of
God roll on with all their majesty and glory
to consummation; of which, they nor we,
nor anybody can know anything about,
except by and under the influence of that
spirit? They cannot know it; it is out of
their reach.

Well, what then in regard to the things
of men? We see men bickering and quarrel-
ing over religious matters, over things really
that they are just as ignorant of as babes are.
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They contend about certain principles,
dogmas and theories, and get up debates
about them, ofttimes causing troubles in
families, and neighborhoods; often perse-
cuting one another and even putting one
another to death concerning things that
they knew nothing about themselves. This
is all very foolish.

How does God feel towards the human
family? He feels that they are his children.
What, all? Yes; the white, the black, the
red, the Jew, the Gentile, the heathen, the
Christian and all classes and grades of men;
he feels interested in all, he has done so
from the beginning, and will continue to
do so to the end. He will do all that lies
in his power for the benefit, blessing, and
exaltation of the human family, both in
time and eternity, consonant with those
laws and those eternal principles that I
have referred to: from which he himself
cannot deviate. We sometimes get up feel-
ings about parties that do not think as we
do, and do not believe as we do, and we
are apt to cast aspersions upon them. Why,
these are their affairs. What! Would you al-
low everybody to worship as they please?
Certainly. What? If you knew they were in
error? Certainly. I would not wish to con-
trol the human mind; I would not control
the actions of men. God does not do it, he
leaves them to their own agency to combat
with the trials, temptations, adversities and
evils of every kind that are in the world,
to which humanity is, or can be incident.
He put within their reach, however, cer-
tain principles and would like to lead them
to himself if they would be led. If not, he
then does the very best with them that he
can. In some instances he has had to come
oug, as it is said, “in his fierce wrath,” upon
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