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and intelligence he has revealed unto us,

through the medium of the everlasting

Gospel. Could we have it if God had

not revealed it? No. Who knew that

God lived? Nobody until Joseph Smith

came, and the Lord spoke to him point-

ing out to him his son, saying, "This is

my beloved Son, hear him." Who knew

anything about it? Nobody on the wide

earth. Could he have helped it if he

wanted to? I do not think he wanted to

much; I do not think anybody need want

to much, if God would condescend to re-

veal his will; I do not think they would be

very desirous for him to hold his peace. It

is true a number of the children of Israel

did when they heard the thunderings on

Mount Sinai. They said to Moses, speak

to us; but do not let the Lord speak to

us, lest we die. The fact is, they were not

prepared for it.

Now then, this Gospel is introduced

for what? To spread life and salvation to

the world. God blessed Abraham in the

same way. What for? In thee and thy

seed shall all the families of the earth

be blessed. I will give unto you my law,

I will reveal unto you the principles of

eternal truth; I will open themysteries of

heaven to your view, and you shall gaze

upon me and upon my purposes. I will

instruct you in the principles of life and

salvation, and I will tell you what to do

with those principles when I shall have

committed them to you. As he spake

unto Moses, he told him to select a man

to be his mouthpiece; and said, Moses

shall be a God unto you, and I will speak

through him. That is it. Now, he has

done the same in this day, and restored

the same principles, and has sent forth

a message to the nations of the earth,

and gathered together men who had

the manhood, integrity and desire to

carry out the purposes of God, and who

would be valiant for those principles

which he had revealed; and he prepared

them for his purpose; and if he had not

sustained them they would not be here

today. Are these men enemies to the

world? If teaching men the truth is en-

mity, they have done that; if going with-

out purse or scrip, traveling among the

nations to proclaim to them the glad tid-

ings of salvation is enmity, they may

possess it. But impelled by the spirit

of eternal truth and enlightened by the

spirit of the Almighty and comprehend-

ing the position they occupied, they have

gone forth among the people of the earth

and proclaimed to them the glad tidings

of salvation, and God has taken care of

them. Very well. Anything great about

this? No; it is simply performing a duty.

I have traveled hundreds and thousands

of miles in this way myself, trusting in

God. Was I ever forsaken? No. Did I

ever need anything? No, not that I did

not get. Did I ever have to go hungry,

naked or destitute? No, the Lord always

provided and raised up means in every

kind of way, and I did not beg either.

I would like anybody to tell me when I

ever begged anything from them either

here or anywhere else. But I have begged

of the Lord, for my religion teaches me to

go to him.

Now then, we have a work to do. Do

we wish to vilify anybody in our midst?

No. Do we see wicked, corrupt and abom-

inable men among us? Yes. What will we

do with them? Leave them in the hands

of God, he will manage them; it is for us

to do right, to work righteousness and

pursue a course right before the Lord.


