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I see that time is passing. My mind

has been led rather discursively on some

of these matters, arising partly from

circumstances with which we are sur-

rounded. How is it with this young man

here? Well, I wish it were otherwise;

I wish he had lived a very good Saint,

which, however, he did not do. We have

not come here to indulge in any kind of

false sentimentality. He was a drunkard;

that is a truth and many of you know it.

When you have said that, can you say

anything worse? That is bad enough, but

I do not know anything evil about the

young man further than that. I knew

his father. I baptized him thousands of

miles away from here, in the neighbor-

hood of 40 years of ago, when he was a

much younger man than he (his son) is

now. His father lived up to the Gospel,

and died strong in the faith; and his

mother has been a very good woman, so

far as I know; I have never known any-

thing against her. This boy has caused

her a great deal of trouble; and I have

been sorry for him. Well, should we tell

things? Yes, always; that day is not far

distant when the coverings will be taken

from the face of all people, and we shall

all stand naked, as it were, before God—

both you and I and this young man. Well

this boy—I call him a boy, he is a young

man, and is a nephew of mine by mar-

riage; and I would not want to say any-

thing about him on that account, nei-

ther would I falsify the young man on

that account; but let us tell things and

understand them as they are. Let me

call the attention of the youth present.

Would you like to be lying in this po-

sition, under these circumstances? You

would not? Then let us look at things

as they are. What next? We will

do the best we can; and what is it? There

is a curious saying that Paul made on a

certain occasion, in speaking about the

Jews and the Gentiles:

"What advantage hath the Jew? or

what profit is there of circumcision?

"Much every way: chiefly, that unto

them were committed the oracles of God.

"Whose are the fathers, and of whom

as concerning the flesh Christ came, who

is over all, God blessed forever," etc.

Is it a sorrowful thing to see our

youth pass away as he has done? Yes. He

did not die drunk? No, but that was the

cause of it. We may as well talk honestly

about him. What next? He has gone.

Has he hurt anybody? No, only by his

example. Has he hurt his mother? Yes.

I do not think he did sin while his father

was living; but since then he has caused

his mother many a sorrowful hour. Did I

feel sorry when he died? No. Why? Be-

cause I knew it was much better for him

to leave the earth than to be in the posi-

tion he has been.

Now, what about the future in rela-

tion to these things! What advantage

has the Jew over the Gentile? Much ev-

ery way. Their's were the fathers; and

unto that people were committed the or-

acles of God. Their's were the fathers—

we have fathers that are living in the

eternal worlds; fathers that are inter-

ested in our welfare; fathers that are as-

sociated with the beings that exist be-

hind the veil; fathers who are operat-

ing with us in trying to bring about

the great purposes of God and the sal-

vation of the human family. Can any-

thing be done? Yes, and all that can be

done will be done, but the future has got

to be left with the Almighty in regard


