REST SIGNIFIES CHANGE, ETC.

have performed a good work or so far
completed it that the Lord accepts of
it and is willing for us to pass behind
the veil, and perhaps gives his consent
whether we go by a bullet or through vi-
olence at the hands of our enemies, or
whether it be by a lingering sickness? In
most cases the former would be prefer-
able, so far as we are personally con-
cerned, for in such the pain and suffering
would be slight, although it would be cal-
culated to shock the sensibilities of living
friends who would mourn over us.

In philosophizing upon these things, I
scarcely have a tremor or thought or care
in relation to the death I may suffer, or
when it shall come, or how it shall come.
It matters not when or where or under
what circumstances it may be, my feel-
ing is as it always has been—it will be
all right. I take no more thought or care
of this matter that the infant child does
about the preparation of its food. The
Lord cares for us and such matters, and
will order them in their time and season.

But there is a principle involved.
When a man is faced by his enemies,
when the wicked conspire against the
righteous, threatening death and de-
struction if he does not turn truant and
deny our God and obey their behests; all
this is calculated to try the faith of the
people and put them to the test, as to
whether they have more confidence in
God and his promises, than in his Sa-
tanic majesty and the host of his ser-
vants upon the earth, who in many in-
stances offer them what they have not
power to give. They remind me of the
devil when he took the Savior into a
high mountain and showed him all the
riches of the earth, promising to give
him all he could see if he would only fall
down and worship him. The Savior re-
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plied: "It is written, Thou shalt worship
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve." He did not revile him by
telling the poor devil that he did not own
anything, that he had not the power to
give what he proposed to; but merely
quoted the Scripture referred to, which
was applicable and suitable for the oc-
casion. And I for one propose to obey
the command; and this is all we need
say to our enemies when they place us
in similar circumstances. They may say,
"you are a very great people in your way;
you are a very economical and frugal
people in your way, and are predisposed
to be peaceful. You have redeemed the
desert from sterility, and built up fine
homes, and made roads, railroads, and
telegraph lines, and you possess all the
elements and natural advantages calcu-
lated to make a people prosperous and
happy, and a nation great; and there are
many good things to commend in you.
But then, you have one evil existing and
encouraged among you which we deplore
and which we are desirous and deter-
mined to eradicate. Now, if you will re-
nounce that and cast it from you, we
will give you the right hand of fellowship
and be friends, and all the fullness of
the earth is yours; and we will welcome
your delegate, your representatives and
your senators to Congress, and we will
give them a seat by our side, and we will
even call off our dogs of war, and with-
draw our governor, and judges and mar-
shals and attorneys whom we send to ha-
rass you, and also the little cur dogs that
follow along barking at your heels; we
will call them off, and let you possess the
earth in peace if you will only deny your
principles and lay aside those which we
pronounce to be evil, and fall down and
worship God as we do." Whether we will



