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have a priesthood organization, em-

bracing our Stake organization; we

have organizations pertaining to spiri-

tual things, if you may so call them, and

also for temporal things, for we have

to do both with time and with eternity,

both with earthly and with heavenly

things, and consequently it is necessary

we should be interested in all. When we

reflect upon our position, there is some-

thing peculiar associated with it. At first

the Elders of this Church were told to

go forth and preach the Gospel to every

creature; then they were instructed to

gather together those who believed. Ac-

cording to the Scriptures, "I will take you

one of a city, and two of a family, and I

will bring you to Zion: And I will give you

pastors according to mine heart, which

shall feed you with knowledge and un-

derstanding." We are gathered together;

but being gathered together there is

something more than spirituality associ-

ated with our existence. We brought our

bodies with us when we came, and we

necessarily have to eat and drink and to

have houses to live in, etc.; in fact, we re-

quire the common necessaries of life just

as much as any other people. And then,

if we have children, as Bishop Hunter

says, "there are none of them born with

shoes and stockings;" but these things

have to be provided. Furthermore, being

gathered together, we necessarily form

a body politic, if you please, and we

cannot help ourselves if we would; but

we do not want to. We frame laws ac-

cording to the usage of the nation we

are associated with; for being here and

finding ourselves in the territory of the

United States, we necessarily have had

to organize a government which has as-

sumed a territorial form; and that means

a legislature with its enactments and

all the various adjuncts of a government.

Laws have to be made, officers must be

created to execute those laws; and we

necessarily become an integral part of

these United States, and have to per-

form all the political functions associated

therewith.

These things naturally flow unto us,

and they will continue to grow and in-

crease, if it be true what the Scriptures

say, and if it be true what many of our

brethren have preached to you since the

assembling of this Conference. Then it

becomes a matter for us to reflect upon

that we understand our true position,

how we can best sustain ourselves re-

ligiously, socially, politically and finan-

cially, and among other lessons learn to

produce at home those articles we stand

in need of.

We have been brought up in the

world, and have imbibed many ideas

in common with mankind generally per-

taining to commerce, trade andmanufac-

tures. But we need the inspiration of the

Almighty in all of the affairs of life; for

we profess emphatically to be the peo-

ple of God, and as it is with us in our

religion so it ought to be with our poli-

tics, our trade and manufactures. They

ought, in all things, to be subservient

to one grand principle, and that is the

acknowledgment of God and his laws.

Permit me here to state that before the

revelations of God to man in these last

days, there were no people that had a

correct knowledge of God, that we have

any knowledge of, anywhere upon the

earth. All were without prophecy, with-

out revelation, without a knowledge of

the doctrine or ordinances of the Gospel.

And to whom are we indebted for a

knowledge of these things? Certainly

not to ourselves, and as assuredly not

to any earthly body or system in exis-

tence. We are indebted alone to God for a


