TEMPORAL CONCERNS, ETC.

knowledge of these things; through His
revelations made first by himself and by
his well beloved Son, and then by the
ministering of holy angels, by commu-
nication from the heavens to the earth.
We are indebted to him for all the light
and intelligence we possess in relation to
these things. What did we know about
the first principles of the Gospel? Noth-
ing. What did we know about the gath-
ering, or about Zion, or about the ordi-
nances of the Gospel or about the holy
priesthood? Nothing at all. Nor did
we know anything about the building of
Temples, or about the mode of admin-
istering in them until directed by the
Almighty; it was He who revealed the
necessity of the construction of those sa-
cred edifices and the mode of administer-
ing therein. What does the outside world
know about these things? Nothing. And
if they had our Temples they could not
administer therein. We are indebted to
God alone for the light and intelligence
we have received.

Again in regard to political matters,
where is there a nation today, under the
face of the whole heavens that is un-
der the guidance and direction of the
Lord in the management of their pub-
lic affairs? You cannot find one. It
is true that the founders of this na-
tion, as a preliminary step for the in-
troduction of more correct principles and
that liberty and the rights of man might
be recognized, and that all men might
become equal before the law of the
land, had that great palladium of liberty,
the Constitution of the United States,
framed. This was the entering wedge
for the introduction of a new era, and
in it were introduced principles for the
birth and organization of a new world.
The Prophet Joseph Smith said that
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"The Constitution of the United States
was given by the inspiration of God." But
good, virtuous and holy principles may
be perverted by corrupt and wicked men.
The Lord was opposed by Satan, Jesus
had his Judas, and this nation abounds
with traitors who ignore that sacred pal-
ladium of liberty and seek to trample
it under foot. Joseph Smith said they
would do so, and that when deserted
by all, the elders of Israel would rally
around its shattered fragments and save
and preserve it inviolate. But even this,
good as it was, was not a perfect instru-
ment; it was one of those stepping stones
to a future development in the progress
of a man to the intelligence and light, the
power and union that God alone can im-
part to the human family. And while we
acknowledge, as citizens of the United
States, the laws and institutions thereof
(which by the way are very easily com-
plied with), we have a higher law, more
noble principles, ideas that are more el-
evated and expansive; principles that
reach to the whole human family, and
which he will continue to reveal to us.
Does that prevent us from obeying the
laws of the land? Certainly not. But
then, is that a perfect system? I do not
think that many of you will say it is, nor
do I think that the people of the United
States of any political party will tell you
it is. I do not wish to cast any reflections
or refer to any events that have taken
place; I am merely speaking on religious
principles, and principles too in which
we as Latter-day Saints are interested.
We are united, then, as a body politic, as
an integral part of this Government, and
it becomes our duty to submit to the laws
and institutions of that Government—
to all that are constitutional, framed



