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and based upon correct principles, and

not in violation of what the fathers of the

country instituted.

But have we any higher aim than

this? We have. Do any object? If so why

should they? Do we in anywise inter-

fere with any man's rights, Government,

or make war upon any parties? No, but

we are interested in the preservation of

justice, equality and the rights of man

in the development of peace, the further

establishment of correct, more elevated,

refined and exalted principles, in plac-

ing ourselves in a position more in ac-

cordance with things as they exist in the

heavens, for the welfare and happiness

of the human family. God has given unto

us certain principles which we feel bound

to observe. Is there anything wrong in

this? I think not. We have all kinds

of institutions here in the United States

and in other nations, such as Odd Fel-

lows, Free Masons, and others; and they

have a right to their ideas and manner

of doing things as long as they observe

the laws, and so have we, and have a

right to be protected also in those rights.

But to say we must stand still is a thing

not connected with our creed. If oth-

ers do not desire to accompany or keep

pace with us, we must still go on un-

der the guidance of the Lord. As was

said of ancient Israel, "The Lord is our

God, the Lord is our king, the Lord is

our judge; and he shall rule over us," so

we say. We need information and rev-

elation in regard to our religious mat-

ters, we also need information, intelli-

gence and revelation in regard to our po-

litical, social and all temporal matters.

If we humble ourselves and purify our-

selves, and magnify our callings as the

Elders of Israel, according to the Scrip-

tures, we will yet teach the princes of

this world wisdom and their kings know-

ledge and understanding; for these

things that are spoken of will assuredly

come to pass when "out of Zion shall

go forth the law, and the word of the

Lord from Jerusalem." The purposes of

God shall yet be fulfilled in relation to

these matters; God's work will most as-

suredly progress, until "the kingdoms of

this world shall become the kingdoms of

our God and his Christ, and he will rule

for ever and ever," not in war, not in con-

fusion and strife and discussions, not in

evil and corruption; but in the interests

of humanity, according to the laws of life

and in accordance with the intelligence

that dwells in the bosoms of the Gods,

and in the interests of a fallen world.

Now we come to other matters per-

taining to our mercantile associations. I

might talk further about our social re-

lations, etc., however, these are subjects

we hear a good deal about; we are pretty

well informed in relation to them. The

information we have pertaining to our

associations with our wives, and wives

with their husbands has been revealed to

us by God, and we are striving to carry

out those eternal principles—principles

that will exalt us, our progenitors and

our posterity in the celestial kingdom,

where we can enjoy the presence of God

and that of the celestial hosts who have

gone before.

We come again to our temporal in-

terests. Has the world been our exem-

plar with regard to any of these things

that I have mentioned? No, the Lord has

been our teacher, He has been our guide

and director; without him we could have

accomplished nothing, for we knew no

more naturally than anybody else did.

In relation to temporal things. Are

we capable, as Latter-day Saints, of


