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fulfilling our destiny on the earth, and

procuring a full temporal salvation and

sustaining ourselves, on temporal prin-

ciples without the interposition of the

Almighty? I tell you no, we are not, no

more than we are in regard to any other

things. We read in the Scriptures of a

time that is coming when there will be a

howling among the merchants in Baby-

lon, for men will not be found to buy

their merchandise. This is in accordance

with the prediction of John the Revela-

tor. And the gold and the silver and the

fine linen, etc., in Babylon will be of no

avail. But before that time comes, we as

a people must prepare for those events,

that we may be able to live and sustain

ourselves when in the midst of convul-

sions that by and by will overtake the

nations of the earth, and among others,

this nation. The time that is spoken of

is not very far distant. "He that will not

take up his sword against his neighbor,

must needs flee to Zion for safety." And

Zion herself must flee to the God of Is-

rael and hide herself in the shadow of

his wing, seeking for his guidance and

direction to lead her in the right path,

both as regards spiritual and temporal

affairs; things social and things political,

and everything pertaining to human ex-

istence. We are not prepared as a people

today for the accomplishment of this ob-

ject; we need the interposition and guid-

ance of the Almighty. It is just as nec-

essary that we be under his guidance in

relation to these matters, as it is in re-

gard to any other matters. Who made

the earth? The same being that made

the heavens. Who made our bodies? The

same being that made our souls; and it

takes the "body and the spirit to make

the soul of man." We need not arrogate

to ourselves any particular intelligence,

whether of mercantile, manufacturing,

chemical or scientific nature, for if there

is anything good or intelligent, it is the

Lord who has imparted it, whether man

acknowledge it or not. We want to ac-

knowledge the Lord in all things, tempo-

ral as well as spiritual.

I wish now more directly to touch

upon some other principles associated

therewith. Some of us seem to be very

much confused in our minds as to how

we shall operate in regard to temporal

affairs. We have brought with us the

feelings, views and ideas of the people

from whence we came, which are con-

flicting, and which tend to disintegration

and division, and lead to covetousness

and fraud, which ought not to have an

existence among the Saints of God. We

have advertisements published in our

newspapers by the Latter-day Saints too,

things that are infamous, that are un-

true, that are a shame and a disgrace

among honorable people, and stand as

a living lie. The community at large

should not countenance such things as

we see daily in our papers to attract the

attention of the unwary and bring what

they call grists to their mill, in the in-

terest of the individual. We as a peo-

ple are not called together to act in indi-

vidual interests; we are called together

as Saints of God to operate in the inter-

ests of the Zion of God, for the welfare of

Israel, and not let ourselves float along

with the balance, and all swim together,

or all sink together. We ought to be gov-

erned by principles of union, fellowship

and right feeling, carrying out honorable

and upright principles that should be ac-

knowledged before God, the holy angels

and all honorable men.

Now after speaking so much upon

general principles, let me touch upon

some things referred to here about


