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these reports, etc. We have long talked

about the united order and about coop-

eration; and we have started in a good

deal like some of our little boys when

they begin to run—we have made a great

many stumbles in this matter. Little

Willie and Annie often think they can

manage things better than Daddy and

Mammy; and we, like them, have as-

sumed to ourselves strength, and the

first thing we know are pulling this way,

that way and the other. Then, have the

institutions been exactly right? No, all

kinds of foolishness and all kinds of blun-

derings have occurred in their adminis-

tration. But shall we quit? I think not;

that is just what the devil would like,

just what many of our merchants want,

and it would be the very thing that would

suit the world, and the devil would laugh

at us. What we want to do is to purge

out the things that are wrong, and cor-

rect them and place them upon a cor-

rect basis, and then adhere to them as

we would any other part of our religion.

In the Church, if a man lies or swears,

or commits adultery, or does anything

wrong, we deal with him according to the

laws of the Church. But because men do

wrong, we do not abandon our principles,

nor leave the Church, but we turn such

individuals out that will not be righted,

and we aim to adjust all things and place

them on a proper basis. Why not do

the same in temporal things? We have,

for instance, Zion's Cooperative Mercan-

tile Institution; it is called the Parent

Institution, and it ought to be the par-

ent of all these institutions and act as a

father and protector and benefactor, do-

ing all it can to promote the welfare and

prosperity of the people. And then the

people, on the other hand, ought to pro-

tect it and sustain it by doing their busi-

ness through that institution and act

prudently, wisely, orderly and unitedly in

regard to these matters, that we may be

one; for our revelations tell us, If we are

not one, we are not the Lord's. And if we

are not the Lord's, whose are we?

We talk sometimes about the United

Order. I do not propose to read to you on

this occasion from any of the revelations

bearing on this subject, but will quote to

you in substance from one of them. The

Lord has told us that those who would

not comply with the requirements con-

nected with this order should have their

names erased from the book of the law

of God, and their genealogies must not

be found on any church records or his-

tory, their names shall not be found nor

the names of the fathers, nor the names

of the children written in the book of

the Law of God. These words are to us,

Latter-day Saints; they are true and are

binding upon us.

Another thing; what did we do when

President Young was among us, urging

these things upon us? Did we not en-

ter into covenant by rebaptism to be sub-

ject to the Priesthood in temporal as well

as spiritual things, when we took upon

ourselves the obligations of the United

Order? Let me ask you, what do we

mean by doing this? Is it a mere form,

a farce, or do we intend to carry out the

covenants we made? I tell you in the

name of Israel's God they will be car-

ried out, and no man can plow around

these things, for God has decreed that

they shall be accomplished; and any man

who sets himself in opposition to these

principles which God has established, he

will root him out; but the principle it-

self will not be rooted out, for God will

see that it is accomplished. And in


