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and what is he? A high priest ordained
and set apart to the bishopric. By whom?
The Presidency. Does he control the
Presidency? No, he is set apart by them;
as bishop he is an appendage to the higher
priesthood, and does not control it. No
man controls it. I remember a remark
made on one occasion by Joseph Smith,
in speaking with Bishop Partridge, who
was then Bishop. He was a splendid good
man, as Bishop Hunter is. But he got some
crooked ideas into his head; he thought he
ought to manage some things irrespective
of Joseph, which caused Joseph to speak
rather sharply to him. Joseph said, I wish
you to understand that I am President of
this Church, and I am your president, and
I preside over you and all your affairs. Is
that correct doctrine? Yes. It was true then
and it is true today.

Well, it is necessary that we should
have an understanding of these things,
that we may make no mistakes in our
administration. I want, then, in all our
operations to confer with our bishops.
And if this Institution of ours is “Zion’s
Cooperative,” then it should be under
the direction of Zion, under the direc-
tion of the Priesthood; and if it is not
“Zion’s Cooperative,” then it is a liv-
ing lie. But do we wish to interfere with
them? No, we do not. Do we wish to in-
terrupt them in any of their operations?
No, we want to help them; we want to
unite them and all the people into one,
with God at our head, governed by the
holy priesthood. Have they rights? Yes.
Do we respect them? Yes. Have the people
rights? Yes. Shall the people be respected
in their rights? Yes, they shall, all the
people in all the Stakes; and while we
sustain them they must sustain us; and if
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they expect to have our support, they must
give us theirs.

Having said so much, I will tell you that
I believe sincerely that the men managing
our Cooperative Institution are doing just
as well as they know how. And I will state
further, that I don’t know of any persons
in this community who know how better
than they do. And I have been now for
some time associated with them, and am
acquainted with their proceedings.

There are other principles besides this;
we want to learn to manufacture our
own goods. And while on the one hand
we use the best talent and financial abil-
ity we can get to attend to our Mercantile
Institutions; on the other hand, we need
to cherish a spirit to encourage home
manufactures of every kind, and we
want to get this Institution to help us do
it. If we manufacture clothes and boots
and shoes or anything else, we want the
Institution to dispose of our goods. If
we need encouragement in regard to
the introduction of any manufactures of
any kind, we want them to help us, and
we have a right to expect this of them so
far as is wise, prudent and legitimate. I
will state that the directors of Z.C.M.I.
feel interested in the very things that I am
talking about, and I say it to their credit
and for your satisfaction. I do not think
there is an institution in the United States
in a better condition than that is today;
and it is improving all the time, not after
any fictitious manner, but on a solid, firm,
reliable basis. Now then, I have proposed
to these brethren, which they quite co-
incide with, that when they shall be able
to pay a certain amount as dividends on
the means invested, after reserving a suf-
ficient amount to preserve the Institution
intact against any sudden emergency that
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