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throughout the whole organization of a
man there burns the spirit of intelli-
gence, the spirit of advancement, he will
lead out continually in the right direc-
tion, and his wives and children will fol-
low after him, they will catch his spirit,
his neighbors will feel his influence, the
ward to which he belongs will feel af-
ter and emulate his example, and soci-
ety generally will be the better for his
presence; but when this coldness, this
indifference, this negligence comes in,
why, the blessings that belong to obe-
dience will not be received any more
than the blessings that belong to our at-
tending meeting on a Sunday can be re-
ceived if we stay at home. I recollect
a person saying to me once, "Well, who
preached today?" "Oh brother so and so."
"Well, I know all he can say; and besides
when such and such persons preach I
can stay at home and read the Bible"—
and not much of that I think—"I can
read the Book of Mormon, Doctrine and
Covenants, DESERET NEWS, and any
of the books published by the Church
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and I enjoy myself better than I do in go-
ing to meeting." Now is that a fact? A
man may think so; but is it a fact that
a man can increase in the knowledge of
the things of God if he absents himself
from the services of the sanctuary as es-
tablished by divine appointment? I say,
no. The meetinghouse is the place where
the table is spread, where the food is pre-
pared by the eternal spirit, and when we
go there and hear men speak to us under
the influence of that spirit, and we are
in possession of the same spirit—we are
fed, we grow and increase, and the roots
and fibers of our being run deeper, and
so enable us to "bring forth more fruit."

I presume the time is exhausted. I de-
sire to continue faithful to the appropri-
ation of truth, wheresoever it may orig-
inate: no matter where, for all truth is
divine. It is my privilege to enjoy the
spirit of inspiration, to feel the flow of
revelation from above; and that God may
grant us peace and wisdom and save us
in his kingdom is my prayer, through Je-
sus Christ. Amen.



