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I feel thankful to meet with the

Latter-day Saints in this house to par-

ticipate in the enjoyment of this Confer-

ence; for it is really enjoyment to me to

listen to the instructions imparted to the

Saints by the power of the Holy Ghost

through the covenants of God. It is not

supposed that when we come together as

we do this morning, that we wish to be

treated to the views and opinions of men.

The Lord has instructed his servants to

speak as they are moved upon by the

Holy Ghost, and it has been shown to

us that it is our privilege when we as-

semble on such occasions to receive in-

structions, not in the enticing words of

man's wisdom, but in the demonstration

and power of the Holy Ghost; and this

will be the case when we assemble in the

right way and unite our faith and our at-

tention and our spiritual energy so as to

call down upon us the blessings of the

Almighty, and to have the presence of

those influences, those ministering spir-

its who are sent forth to minister to the

heirs of salvation. It is our privilege

in these public gatherings appointed for

the worship of God, to have the presence

of these holy ones in our midst, and to

have the power of the Almighty to rest

upon both speaker and hearer, that we

may be fed and nourished by the bread

of life that comes down from heaven, and

that when we part and go to our respec-

tive callings and places of abode we may

each carry with us "a live coal from the

altar."

We meet here today to manifest that

we are willing to sustain the brethren

appointed of God in their several call-

ings and offices of the holy priesthood. It

may seem rather a dry and formal mat-

ter to some of the people to come together

and lift up their hands to sustain the au-

thorities of the Church, but it is a nec-

essary duty and, if we look at it prop-

erly, we shall take pleasure therein. It

may seem a little monotonous, but, as

I have said, it is necessary, for it was

designed by the Almighty in the organi-

zation of this Church, that the voice of

the people should respond to the voice of

the Lord. It is the voice of the Lord and

the voice of the people together in this

Church that sanctions all things therein.

In the rise of the Church the Lord


