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a disposition in ancient Israel to have a

part of God and a part of the devil or

Baal—an idolatrous god which was wor-

shipped by them. I sometimes think that

in some respects we are a good deal like

them. Do we believe our religion? Yes.

Do we believe in the holy priesthood and

that God has restored it to the earth?

Yes. Do we believe that God has estab-

lished his kingdom? Yes. And do we

believe that the holy priesthood is un-

der the guidance of the Lord? O, yes;

but still we would like a good deal of our

own way. If we must introduce some-

thing that the Lord has commanded, we

would like to put it off just as far as we

can, and if we cannot do it any other

way we will fight against it, according

to circumstances, and how things move

and operate. We often wish the Lord

would not exact certain things of us; we

would rather have our own way. But let

us look at things calmly and dispassion-

ately. As I understand it, the Lord has

gathered us together to do his will, to ob-

serve his laws and keep his command-

ments. And we have certain obligations

devolving upon us in the holy priest-

hood which God requires at our hands.

He requires, for instance, of the Twelve

to go, when called upon, to the nations

of the earth and preach the Gospel to

those nations. If they were not to do

it, would they be justified? No, they

would not; God would require the blood

of the people at their hands. That is

the way I figure up these things. I do

not know of any half-way house. As one

of the Twelve, I do not want to dodge

any of these questions, but meet them

fairly and squarely. And I think I have

done it; and I think the Twelve generally

have. They have always been on hand

to go anywhere when the Lord has re-

quired them to go, whether in sickness

or health, in poverty or abounding in

means; no matter what their circum-

stances, or what individualism would

have to be sacrificed, their object has

ever been to do the will of God. And so

it has been with a great many of the sev-

enties, high priests and also with a great

many of the elders. Their feelings have

been: Let the Lord speak, and here am

I, ready to do his will and carry out his

designs. And this feeling exists today in

the hearts of a great many; but there are

also a great many who do not feel so, who

want to dodge these questions. Here is

Brother Eldredge, who is one of the pres-

idents of the seventies; he knows how

extremely difficult it is to get men, as

we used in former years—"at the drop of

the hat," as it was termed, to go on mis-

sions. However, I do not wish to dwell

upon that; I merely refer to it in passing

along.

We are here, as I understand it, as Je-

sus was, "Not to do our own will, but the

will of our Father who sent us." If God

had not felt after you, and his spirit op-

erated upon you, you would not be here

in these mountains today. What does

Jesus say about these things in speak-

ing of them? "I pray for them: I pray

not for the world, but for them which

thou hast given me; for they are thine."

You have been in the same situation; you

have seen the elect of God gathered to-

gether through the medium of the holy

priesthood, by the opening of the heav-

ens and the revelation of the will of God

to man and the restoration of the holy

Gospel. You have been gathered together

in this way, and we all have. What to

do? Is it, as they used to say in the

Church of England, to follow the de-

vices and desires of our own hearts? Is


