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it to follow out some petty scheme of
our own? I do not so understand it;
I understand that it is to build up the
Church and kingdom of God upon the
earth, and to prepare the earth and the
people of the earth for the things that
are coming on the earth; and to pre-
pare ourselves, as a people, to receive
further intelligence, wisdom and knowl-
edge from God, that he may have a peo-
ple in whom he can place confidence, and
whom he can bless, and through them
confer blessings on mankind. He expects
us to build up his kingdom, and that
is the first consideration with us. And
this is what he told his disciples in for-
mer days, "Seek ye first the Kingdom
of God and his righteousness, and all
these things"—referring to our temporal
concerns, which comparatively are like
so many chips and whetstones—"shall
be added unto you." But these things,
too, enter into our daily life and our
intercourse one with another, and into
the purposes of God associated with the
gathering of his people together, that
they may be one, that through them
he can communicate his will to the hu-
man family, that there may be a nu-
cleus formed around which the honest in
heart from all the world may rally; and
be in possession of the word and will of
the Lord, and the light, intelligence and
revelations of God our Father; that the
secret of the Lord might be with those
who fear him, and that they might fear
him and understand the things which
are approaching, and prepare the earth
for those things that are coming. We
appear here, as it were, in a normal
school, to prepare ourselves to carry out
the purposes of God upon the earth.
Can you find a people anywhere on the
earth that will listen to the word of God?
No, you cannot; neither can you find
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anybody to whom God could communi-
cate his will. We talk a good deal, and
often preach a good deal, about the judg-
ments which are to come upon the earth:
wars, pestilence, famine, and distress of
nations, and testify that calamity will
follow so continuously that by and by
it will be a vexation to hear the report
thereof. We have talked about these
things for years. I have myself for up-
wards of forty years; and as I have said
before, so I repeat, that these things
which await the world, are forty years
nearer than they were forty years ago.
God did not mock us when he told us of
these things; but all that he has said con-
cerning them through ancient prophets
and through Joseph Smith are true, and
as sure as God lives they will take place.
I will prophesy that they will take place
as sure as God lives, and they are ap-
proaching very rapidly upon us. We are
told that the day will come when he
that will not take up his sword against
his neighbor must needs flee to Zion for
safety. And is that true? Yes, it is.
If that should take place today, are we
prepared for it? I think not. If we
should go on for years as we are now
going on shall we be prepared for it?
We are not, today, all of us, preparing
for these things. We can hardly man-
age a few miserable apostates and a few
Gentiles, and we feel very creepy some-
times about anything that transpires,
not knowing how or what may be the
result; instead of being clothed upon
with the spirit of God and being filled
with the Holy Ghost, the light of reve-
lation and the power of God. But we
do not have this kind of feeling, and
we are divided up in our interest, one
man pulling against another, so much so,
that we have today all kinds of Gentilism
among us. Even our newspapers give



