
COOPERATION AND THE UNITED ORDER, ETC. 57

circulation to certain classes of adver-

tisements which are a living lie, and it

is a shame and disgrace that such things

should be seen in Zion. Some call it Gen-

tile trickery, the tricks of trade, etc., but

I call it chicanery and falsehood, and it is

so in regard to many other things. Does

this comport with the position we occupy

as men holding the holy priesthood? I do

not think it does. I think we ought to oc-

cupy a more elevated and honorable po-

sition; I think we ought to be governed

by other influences, and be actuated by

other motives. I think that our lives, our

desires, our feelings and our acts ought

to be to try to build up Zion and estab-

lish the kingdom of God upon the earth;

that we should be united in our tempo-

ral as well as in our spiritual affairs, for

God says: "If you are not one you are not

mine." Do you believe it? You elders of

Israel, do you believe that saying? And

if we are not the Lord's then whose are

we? We have our own plans, our own no-

tions and our own theories; and as one of

old expressed it, we are seeking for gain,

every one from his own quarter. And

we are governed to a very great extent

by selfishness, and too much by our own

personal feelings, and allow these things

to influence us instead of being governed

by those high, noble, dignified and glo-

rious principles that dwell in the bosom

of God, which emanated from him, and

which dwell also in the bosoms of those

who in sincerity fear God and keep his

commandments.

Now, I know what many of you will

say, in speaking of cooperation: "there

has been a great many abuses." Yes,

I admit it—numbers of them. "What

and under the name of the United Or-

der also?" Yes, any quantity of them.

Joseph Smith in his day said it was ex-

tremely difficult to introduce these

things because of the greed, covetous-

ness, selfishness and wickedness of the

people. I wish here to refer to one or

two things connected with this subject.

I spoke about the Twelve, the seven-

ties, the elders and the high priests; and

stated that a great many of them had

been out preaching the Gospel, and that

some of them felt as though it is hard

work. It is, no doubt, very uphill busi-

ness for a man to be a Saint if he is

not one; and if he has not the princi-

ples of the Gospel in his heart, it must

be very hard work, I may say an eter-

nal struggle, for him to preach. But if

a man has got the pure principles of the

Gospel in his heart, it is quite easy for

him to expound the truth. Well, now, I

will take the words of Jesus: "Except a

man can forsake father or mother, wife

and children, houses and lands, for my

sake, he cannot be my disciple." And let

me say to you, my brethren, that that

Gospel is just as true today as it was

then, that except a man is prepared to

forsake his earthly interests for the sake

of the Gospel of the Son of God, he is un-

worthy of it, and cannot be a true Saint.

Now, this is where the hardship comes in

and it also accounts for this eternal rub-

bing and bumping. "How much can't I

do, and how little can I do to retain fel-

lowship with the Church; and how much

can I act selfishly and yet be counted a

disciple of Christ?" Did you never feel

as Paul describes it—the spirit striving

against the flesh? I guess you have, and

you doubtless know all about it; for these

are plain matters of fact. This is the po-

sition the Gospel has placed us in; and it

is a very difficult thing to serve two mas-

ters, in fact it is useless for any man to

attempt to do it, "for (as the Savior says)


