
58 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

either he will hate the one, and love the

other; or else he will hold to the one, and

despise the other. Ye cannot serve God

andmammon." And therefore Jesus said:

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of

me; for I am meek and lowly of heart:

and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

For my yoke is easy, and my burden is

light."

But to return to the principles of co-

operation and United Order. Supposing

a man had come to you elders, when you

were out on missions, requesting bap-

tism at your hands, without having re-

pented of his sins, would you have bap-

tized him? No, you would not. But sup-

posing he claimed to believe in the Lord

Jesus Christ, but not in baptism; would

you receive him into the Church? No,

you dare not do such things. But sup-

posing again that he believed in baptism

and in the Lord Jesus Christ, and had

repented of his sins, but did not believe

in the laying on of hands for the recep-

tion of the Holy Ghost; would you baptize

him? No. And further supposing he had

complied with all these requirements,

and he had the opportunity to gather

to Zion but did not improve the oppor-

tunity, would you consider him a very

good Saint? No. Now, beside all these,

the Lord has given us a law pertain-

ing to tithing; and if he did not comply

with that would you consider him a good

Saint? No. And we are told to build tem-

ples, and the man who would refuse to

do this work, you would consider a very

poor specimen of a Latter-day Saint. Re-

ferring to the United Order, the Lord has

given us to understand that whosoever

refuses to comply with the requirements

of that law, his name shall not be known

in the records of the Church, but shall

be blotted out; neither shall his children

have an inheritance in Zion. Are these

the words of the Lord to us? I sup-

pose there are none here today but would

say, Yes. How, then, can I or you treat

lightly that which God has given us? It

is the word of God to me; it is the word

of God to you. And if we do not fulfil

this requirement what is the result? We

are told what the result will be. These

things have not taken place now; but we

have been wandering about from place to

place, and the Lord has blessed us in a

remarkable degree. And we are gathered

together, as I have said, for the purpose

of building up Zion, and we are supposed

to be the servants of God having engaged

to perform this work; and individually, I

would say, I do not want to profess to be

a Saint, if I am not one, nor if the work

we are engaged in is not of the Lord; if

the principles we believe in are false, I

do not want anything to do with them;

on the other hand, if they are true then

I want to be governed by them, and so

do you. We must carry out the word and

will of God, for we cannot afford to ig-

nore it nor any part of it. If faith, re-

pentance and baptism and laying on of

hands is right and true and demands

our obedience, so does cooperation and

the United Order. Some may say, here

is such and such a man has been con-

nected with the United Order, and how

foolishly he has acted, and others have

gone into cooperation and made a failure

of it. Yes, that may be all very true, but

who is to blame? Shall we stop baptiz-

ing people and make no further efforts to

establish the kingdom of God upon the

earth, because certain ones have acted

foolishly and perhaps wickedly? Do the

actions of such people render the prin-

ciples of the Gospel without effect or

the doctrines we teach untrue? I think


