
associated with his kingdom. With what? 
With his kingdom. What is his king-
dom? It is his government, rule, author-
ity, dominion, power, etc. God has in-
troduced his kingdom after his order, and 
it is for him to guide that kingdom and 
direct it, and manage it, and manipulate 
it in the interest of the honest in heart, 
and of all nations. He has commenced 
it among us that he might have a little 
nucleus where he could communicate 
and reveal his will, composed of such as 
would carry that will out, and do his bid-
ding and obey his behests. That is what 
we are here for, and not to do our own 
will, any more than Jesus came to do his 
will, but the will of his Father. What do 
we know about building up the king-
dom of God? What do we know about 
the calamities that are to come? I can tell 
you that while we have peace today and 
everything runs smoothly and quietly on, 
the day is not far distant before the Lord 
will arise to shake terribly the earth, and 
it will be felt in this nation more keenly 
and more severely than any of you have 
seen it by a great deal, and I know it, and 
I bear testimony to it. We have no time 
to experiment in following our own no-
tions and ideas; we have something else to 
do, we have got to build up the kingdom 
of God; and in order to do this we must 
of necessity unite ourselves together, and 
seek to know the mind of God to carry 
it out. And all that we do should be done 
with this object in view. We have all 
kinds of individual interests and enter-
prises among us; some men are operating 
quite considerably one way and another, 
and some are not. Brother Jennings, 
for instance, who is present with us to-
day, besides owning stock to the extent 
of $90,000 in Z.C.M.I., is, with others,

engaged with other pursuits of a manu-
facturing nature, which are very laudable. 
Such enterprises tend to give employment 
to the people, and this is what we want, 
and what we must have sooner or later. 
There is one thing, however, I would 
here say about forming unions and part-
nerships in any line of manufacture: Let 
them be formed with the understanding 
that when the proper time shall arrive 
they can merge into cooperation, or the 
United Order. It is very important that 
in all of our undertakings we should have 
at heart this feeling and work to this end, 
and then we may reasonably expect that it 
can be but a question of time to bring out 
a grand consolidation of all individual in-
terests. I have been impressed in my feel-
ings upon these subjects for some time, 
therefore I speak about them as I do. How 
many years is it since this was started, and 
how little we have done! I tell you if we 
go a little further in our drawing off, and 
each taking his own course, God will leave 
us to ourselves. But he will not leave us as 
long as we manifest a desire to do right; 
and I am pleased to say there is a feeling 
generally among the brethren to listen to 
counsel, yet at the same time we are apt 
to get confused, forgetting the object we 
have in view, amidst the variety of things 
that present themselves. Shall we, my 
brethren, give up cooperation? Or shall we 
consider men in good fellowship who are 
pulling off in either direction, or shall we 
not? What shall we do? Shall we be true 
to our religion, true to our faith, true to 
the principles that God has commanded; 
or shall we forsake them? We will not for-
sake them, and the brethren generally do  
not feel like doing it; but there are a few 
now and then who get off the track. We
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