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Christ, who repented of their sins, that
they were to be baptized for a remission
of their sins and to have hands laid upon
them for the reception of the Holy Ghost.
What then? There was a priesthood or-
ganized, a First Presidency, the Twelve,
a High Council, Patriarchs, quorums of
High Priests, Seventies, Elders, Bishops,
Priests, Teachers and Deacons, to carry
on the purposes of God, and to instruct
men in the laws pertaining to his king-
dom, even the laws of life. Men were
sent forth in the name of God to preach
the principles of truth which had been
revealed, and a great many believed and
were baptized and were initiated into the
Church of God, and we may say into the
initiatory or preparatory steps necessary
for the establishment of the kingdom of
God. They then received the Spirit of
God, which is "no cunningly devised fa-
ble;" it did not originate with man, it was
the gift of God to man. The Elders, for
instance, were told to go forth and call
upon men to repent, to be baptized, and
they were to lay their hands upon them
that they should receive the Holy Ghost.
And what should that do? Take of the
things of God and shew them unto the
people. This is one of the greatest de-
velopments of power that ever existed
among men. You Elders, hundreds of
you that are now listening to me, have
gone forth to preach this Gospel. You
have called upon men to believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ and they have done it.
You have called upon men to repent, and
they have done it. You have told them
to be baptized and you have baptized
them. You have then laid your hands
upon their heads and said '"receive ye
the Holy Ghost," and they have received
it. And you know, and this congrega-
tion knows, that what I say is true, and
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by that principle, through obedience to
the law of God that he had introduced in
his Gospel. What for? To prepare men
to be placed in communion with God. To
prepare them to be members not only of
his Church but of his Kingdom, and to
prepare them to take part in this great
event that had to transpire in the last
days. Now these are facts that you can-
not controvert, nor anybody else. You
know that these things are true. What
does it prove? That it is God's kingdom,
he has introduced it, and as it was said
in former times, "Ye are my witnesses,"
as well as the Holy Ghost that beareth
witness of us. Now, then, could you have
received this without the interposition of
the Almighty and his Son Jesus Christ?
No you could not. Could you have re-
ceived it without the keys of the priest-
hood being restored and which some men
affect to despise so much? No you could
not. Hence we trace out the order of
these institutions as they dwelt in the
mind of God, and as they were made
manifest among men. Have those el-
ders that perform these ceremonies their
weaknesses? Yes, just as much as Elder
Pratt and I have our weaknesses. Have
they their infirmities? Yes. Was it a rich
treasure that was conferred upon us?
Yes, but we received it in earthen ves-
sels, surrounded with the infirmities of
man. But God knew these infirmities; he
was acquainted with all our weaknesses.
Nevertheless, he conferred upon us this
priesthood, this power, and this author-
ity, and when we went forth in his name
and by his authority, God sanctioned our
acts. Is God with us while these things
take place? I think so. What do you
think about it? It is a principle that
is clear, and plain and demonstrable.



