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have they a right to interfere with the
institutions of which we have become a
part? Do not our legislators, our gov-
ernors, and all men here swear fealty
not only to the Territory, but to the
United States, and say they will support
the Constitution, laws, and institutions
thereof? They do. This is the position
we occupy. But we are placed in a pe-
culiar position in some things. They—
I was going to say in their wisdom, but
I will say in their folly, and I hope they
will excuse me, for I look upon it in that
way—have passed certain laws trying to
interfere with us in our operations in
religious affairs. Well, we cannot help
that. I told you a while ago—you be-
lieve me, this congregation believes me
with very few exceptions—that God had
introduced and instituted this Church,
that he was the founder of it, that it
emanated from him, the doctrines, ordi-
nances, principles, government, priest-
hood, authority, and all that pertain to
it emanated from him; we had noth-
ing to do with it. Joseph Smith had
nothing to do with it, only as a pas-
sive worker in the hands of the Lord.
Brigham Young had nothing to do with it
only acting in that capacity. I have noth-
ing to do with it, nor my brethren of the
Twelve. God revealed it. I cannot help
it. Can you? Can anyone? Now, then,
this people have been received into this
Church in the way that I have spoken of,
and have actually received communica-
tion from God by the laying on of hands,
received the Holy Ghost, and have a hope
within them blooming with immortality
and eternal lives, and are in possession
of a hope that enters within the veil
whither Christ has gone. Can you uproot
that from the minds of this people? No,
no power on earth, no power in heaven,
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nor all the combined nations of the earth
can do it; God planted it there, man can-
not take it away, and men are foolish
in trying to attempt it. Very well. But
they do try to interfere with us under a
pretence that we are very wicked here.
Well, it is enough to make a person laugh
sometimes, when we think about these
things, and enough to make us sorry
when we know of the hypocrisy, lasciv-
iousness, crime, murder, bloodshed that
prevail in this nation and other nations,
to hear them talk to us about our moral-
ity. We know when they talk in that way
that they are hypocrites. We know that
they know better when they tell these
things to the world.

Now, then, the United States pass a
law that a man shall not marry wives
according to the order that God has re-
vealed. Now it is a fact that we should
like to obey the laws of the United
States, if we could do it. If they could
only tell us how to get out of the dilemma
they have placed us in we should be very
much obliged to them, we really should
like to get out of it. But we have had no
hand in either of these things. We had no
hand in making the commandment that
God has given to his people, and we have
had no hand in making the law of the
United States pertaining to these things.
We feel very desirous of keeping the laws
of the land if they would only let us;
but we should pray our Father in heaven
that he might preserve them from mak-
ing laws that we cannot conscientiously
keep without violating our consciences
and transgressing the law of God. And if
they do we shall be under the necessity
of leaving them in the hands of God for
him to deal with them as he may deem
proper, and we will put our trust in the
living God and risk the consequences let



