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In standing up to address this congrega-
tion there is one feeling that rests upon me,
and that is, my inability to instruct so nu-
merous a people unless God shall pour out
his Holy Spirit upon me and upon you.

We have come together today accord-
ing to our custom to be instructed in those
duties that devolve upon us and also in
the principles of our holy religion. These
meetings are to me exceedingly precious;
they are seasons of great rejoicing. And
having the opportunity as we have today of
assembling in peace and quietness without
any to molest or make afraid, we should
feel thankful, to that God who has brought
us here; who has preserved and protected
us since we came.

The instructions which we have had
today since we have assembled together, if
fully obeyed by us and carried out in our
lives, will make us a people who shall be
worthy the name we bear, the name of
Latter-day Saints. And as was remarked
this morning the great object in teach-
ing the people and impressing upon them
the counsels that are given from time to
time, is to have us carry out practically
in our lives the principles of that religion
which we have espoused. This is the great
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labor devolving upon us. It is not to be
theoretical alone; it is not to dwell with
great interest and with great eloquence
upon those heavenly doctrines that God
has revealed and to become enraptured
over them while listening to them, but it is
to make a practical application of them to
our thoughts, to our words and to all the
actions of our lives. And in this way alone
can we acceptably serve the Lord our God,
whose name we bear and whose people we
profess to be. There is no reason why this
people called Latter-day Saints should not
have all the powers and all the gifts and
all the graces that ever characterized the
Church of God upon the earth at any time;
there is no reason, I say, why they should
not have all these if they themselves are true
to the principles which have been revealed,
and seek to carry them out. Who is there of
this congregation, who is there that belongs
to this Church in any part of this Territory,
who does not have a desire in his or her
heart for those blessings and those gifts
and qualifications that were promised to
the ancient Saints and which have been re-
newed in our day to those who embrace the
Gospel with all their hearts? The Lord is
the same yesterday, today and forever. This
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