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if he could grant to them the desires of
their hearts; if he could open the heavens
to them and reveal his mind and will unto
them when they called upon him in faith,
believing that he would do so, is there any
reason why we should not have that same
faith and exercise it and obtain those same
blessings and receive them at his hands?
Who is there that can stand up and say
there are reasons why this should be the
case? If we admit, as we must do, that he is
this being which I have attempted so feebly
to describe; if we admit that he is the God
of gods, the Lord of lords, the creator of
all, the father of all, the sustainer of all; if
we believe this, why cannot we believe that
if he bestowed his blessings upon other
generations and other people, he will do
so to us, also that he will hear our prayers,
that he will grant unto us the desires of our
hearts?

Now, my brethren and sisters, I look
upon these conferences and these as-
semblages as having for their object the
enforcement of these great truths upon
us and upon our attention; the object of
them as [ understand them, is to make us
Latter-day Saints not in name alone but in
word and in deed; to be men and women
of God; to place us in communion with
God; to receive communication from him;
to have our false tradition, our improper
ideas, our unbelief, our hardness of heart,
and those feelings that surround us, that
grow up with us, to have them removed
from us. Is there any reason why this
should not be the case? No reason except
that which may be found in ourselves.
There is no reason outside of this. God
is willing, he has made promises, and he
has fulfilled his promises so far as we have
placed ourselves in circumstances to receive
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them. When we have complied with the
conditions he has never from the begin-
ning up to the present time failed in his
part, he is incapable of failing. If there be
failure it is due to us, the fault is our own,
we are the guilty ones. Let me ask of you,
when did you ever, anyone of you, humble
yourselves before God, when did you in se-
cret call upon him in the name of Jesus and
ask him for his Holy Spirit and the bless-
ings thereof, and fail to receive an answer
to your prayers? If there are any Latter-day
Saints in this condition then there is some-
thing wrong with them. God has made
promises unto us that if we will do certain
things, if we will obey certain command-
ments and ordinances, he will bestow his
blessing and he will answer the prayers of
those who take this course. But how many
are there of us who go on from day to day
and from week to week and from month
to month careless upon these points, fail-
ing to live so as to receive the blessings that
he has promised, until it would seem when
they bow down to call upon him that their
prayers scarcely ascend higher than the tops
of their heads.

As I have said, God in ancient days was a
God of revelation; God in our day is a God
of revelation, and he communicates his
mind and his will unto those who seek after
it, not to the President of the Church alone;
not to the apostles of the Church alone; not
to the high priests or seventies or any of the
officers or all of them alone, but he commu-
nicates his mind and his will to all who seek
after him in humility and meekness and
lowliness of heart, obeying his command-
ments. To the Latter-day Saints alone?
No, not even to them alone for there is
no human being that is born of woman,
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