SPIRITUAL GIFTS ATTAINABLE, ETC.

there is no son or daughter of Adam
that has ever lived upon the face of the
earth who has not the right and who
has not obtained at some time or other
in his or her life, revelations from God,
but who may not have understood what
those revelations were. The Latter-day
Saints are not so cramped in their feel-
ings as to imagine that they are the only
and peculiar people above all others who
have, in this sense received revelation.
They believe themselves to be the peo-
ple of God and the only people who have
obeyed the commandments of God; but
they do not think that, of all the children
of God, they are the only recipients of his
blessings.

God has revealed himself at various
times and in various ways to many peo-
ple. The heathen have had communi-
cation from him. All the light that ex-
ists; all the truths that are taught and
all the correct principles and knowledge
that have been communicated and ex-
isted among the children of men, have
come from God; he is the author of all.
Socrates, Plato, Confucius, the heathen
philosophers who knew nothing about
Jesus Christ and the plan of salvation,
received important truths from him, and
so did many other people to a greater
or less extent, according to their abil-
ities in improving upon the knowledge
communicated to them. But the diffi-
culty has been concerning these matters
that mankind have not recognized God
in all this. A man has a dream. It
is most wonderfully fulfilled. He has a
presentiment; his presentiment is ful-
filled, and he relates it to his friends
as a most remarkable thing. A man
has a truth communicated to him af-
ter study and research. He commu-
nicates it to his friends as a wonder-
ful discovery. Does he acknowledge
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God in it? Sometimes; but in many in-
stances he does not acknowledge God;
but, on the contrary, he thinks it is the
product of his own thought, of his own
mind. If it be a dream or some remark-
able manifestation that partakes of the
supernatural, instead of giving God the
glory and praising God for having made
the communication, some other principle
is glorified or some other thing is talked
about, the remarkable character of it is
dwelt upon without the person thinking
that God has anything to do with it.

Well, there is, as I have said, no hu-
man being but that has, at some time
or other, had communication from the
Almighty Father. Some have recognized
God and have given the glory to him
for it; others have not done so. The
remarkable discoveries that are being
made in the world of science; in fact,
all the remarkable discoveries that have
been made from time to time are pro-
duced by the operations of an unseen in-
fluence upon the mind of the children of
men. For instance, it has frequently hap-
pened in astronomy and other branches
of science that when an important dis-
covery has been made, two or three
men about the same time, widely sep-
arated from each other, have received
the communication; and disputes have
arisen as to which of them was entitled
to the credit. This was the case as to
the application of steam and the princi-
ples of telegraphy and also many discov-
eries in astronomy and other sciences.
Disputes have arisen in various nations
upon these points; whereas the truth is
that God is the Author; it is God that
moved upon the minds of those individ-
uals. It was God that inspired them to
do as they did; it was he who led on
from step to step until they achieved the



