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results which have made them famous,

and sometimes quite unexpectedly to

themselves.

What is this which has led these fa-

mous men in the path of discovery? The

Latter-day Saints call it the spirit of rev-

elation; the spirit of revelation resting

down upon the children of men. Some

men possess it to a greater extent than

others. Some have the gift in one di-

rection and they are capable of receiving

communication from God in a direction

that others are not, their minds are bet-

ter prepared to receive revelation upon

a given subject, than are the minds of

others. Some will receive great moral

truths, and these men differ in their or-

ganisms; but the light they receive all

comes from our heavenly Father; it is

he who gives the inspiration. And so

man has progressed from one degree of

knowledge to another, from the rude ca-

noe of the Indian, with which he navi-

gates the stream, to those mighty steam

ships whose keels plough every sea and

circumnavigate the globe.

Now, in what respect do the Latter-

day Saints differ from the rest of

mankind in relation to these matters? In

this: We acknowledge God as supreme,

the fountain of all knowledge, the foun-

tain of all power, the fountain of all

intelligence, the fountain of everything

that is good. Who are men? The crea-

tures of his workmanship, if you please,

his descendants, his own children be-

gotten by him, descended by lineal de-

scent from the God we worship. The

same being whomwe worship is our God,

is our Creator, is our Father. When I

worship him I worship him as my Fa-

ther. That which I possess, if there be

anything godlike in it, I attribute it to

him, as having come from him by lin-

eal descent. Every aspiration, every

noble thought, every pure desire, every-

thing that is good and holy and pure,

elevating, ennobling and godlike comes

from our Father, the God of the universe,

the Father of all the children of men. In

him we move, in him we have our be-

ing. He can extinguish life; he can cre-

ate life; he can perpetuate life. There

is no power that human beings can con-

ceive of which he does not possess. The

light that now shines comes from him.

The revelation we may get, imperfect at

times because of our fallen condition and

because of our failure to comprehend the

nature of it, comes from God. The Latter-

day Saints glorify him for it. If there is

anything good or great or noble, if there

is anything to be admired it comes from

God, not man. Man is but the medium,

but the instrument, is but the conduit

through which it flows. God is to be wor-

shipped; God is to be adored; God is to be

glorified, and he will be. And when we

are saved, when we are delivered from

death, hell and the grave, we will glorify

God, not man. Man will receive no glory;

it will be the eternal Father, through Je-

sus Christ, who will receive it all.

This is the position occupied by the

Latter-day Saints. We believe in reve-

lation. It may come dim; it may come

indistinct, it may come sometimes with

a degree of vagueness which we do not

like. Why? Because of our imperfection;

because we are not prepared to receive it

as it comes in its purity; in its fullness

from God. He is not to blame for this. It

is our duty though to contend for more

faith, for greater power, for clearer rev-

elations, for better understanding con-

cerning his great truths as he commu-

nicates them to us. That is our duty;

that is the object of our lives as Latter-


