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day Saints—to live so near unto him that
nothing can happen to us but that we will
be prepared for it beforechand. And I know
many, many Latter-day Saints who are in
this condition, who do live so that there is
nothing of any importance that can occur
for which they are not prepared, and the
mind and will of God is made known to
them, and they walk according to it, and
seek earnestly and humbly to have it re-
vealed to them; and in taking any impor-
tant step they seek to know the will of God
concerning it. Are they perfect? Far from
it. They are mortal, full of weaknesses, and
nobody is better aware of the character of
earthly weaknesses than the man or woman
who thus lives.

It is the duty of all to live in this man-
ner, and if the inhabitants of the earth
could comprehend it as they should do
they would seek to know the mind and
will of God concerning themselves. But
what is the spirit of the world today? Let
a preacher in the world deliver a fine dis-
course and who thinks about giving God
the glory for it? Who thinks of the Holy
Ghost under such circumstances? God is
removed far from them, he does not ex-
ist in their thoughts, the preachers who
attempt to preach Christ and him cruci-
fied, they are glorified. Who gives glo-
ry to God for Henry Ward Beecher’s
discourses? Who gives glory for Dr.
Fotheringham’s or Mr. Talmage’s or any
of the popular preachers of today? Do
men glorify God for Spurgeon’s? No,
he himself is glorified. Beecher himself
is glorified, and Fotheringham is glo-
rified. Is God glorified? No, he is not
thought about. Morse discovered the prin-
ciple of telegraphy. Who gave the glory
to God? I was in the hall of the House
of Representatives when a grand meeting
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was held. What for? To glorify Morse, the
discoverer of that great principle and who
practically applied it and made it useful.
Now, I do not mean to say that there are
none who have God in their thoughts. I
am speaking now of the general feeling that
prevails, of the general course that is taken.
Inventions, no matter how grand they may
be, are not attributed to the Father of them
all, the Creator and Fountain of all knowl-
edge. But man, whom he has chosen to be
his instrument, he has blessed with knowl-
edge concerning all these things, as the re-
sult of his earnest, study and his untiring
efforts to obtain knowledge. The Being
who does this is very seldom thought about
by man.

Latter-day Saints, is this the course for
us to take? Shall we glorify the creature at
the expense of the Creator? As a people, I
believe we are tolerably free from this. But
we have to make a degree of progress much
greater than we have in these things. We
have got to seck after God with an earnest-
ness, a fervor and devotion that we at the
present time cannot comprehend. It is our
duty as Latter-day Saints to seek for knowl-
edge. Will God bestow it upon us if we do
not seek for it? He may in his condescen-
sion at times do this. Brother Rich said
this morning that he believed some people
were too lazy to think. It is a truth plainly
expressed. There are too many too lazy or
too indifferent—it may be indifference and
not laziness in every instance, to think, to
feel after, to seek for and receive the bless-
ing of God, although they make the pro-
fession of being Latter-day Saints.

Now, I do not think a man’s re-
ligion amounts to anything if he
only makes a profession of it and
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