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does not practice it. I would rather have
an intelligent heathen, if he is honest
and determined to do the best he can, liv-
ing up to the light he has, than a Latter-
day Saint who is careless and indiffer-
ent, who does not seek to enjoy the spirit
of his religion.

I am in hopes that after awhile we
will begin to realize as we never have
yet, that there are practical duties rest-
ing on us Latter-day Saints; that there is
something more than being members of
the Church required of us. How is it with
a great many? Why, every evil thought,
every wrong speech that comes in their
hearts, either to think or to utter, they
entertain and express, and then take
credit to themselves for not being hyp-
ocrites. Is not this great folly? Men and
women think evil thoughts, they give
place to angry feelings; and they think
it a meritorious act, and pride them-
selves upon their conduct because they
give them utterance instead of quench-
ing them! Is not this extraordinary?
Lacerate the feelings of their brethren
and sisters and friends, because they
think they would be hypocrites if they
did not utter their evil thoughts, how-
ever unfounded or repulsive they might
be! What right have I to do this? If
my heart is wicked does that justify me
in giving utterances to its foul concep-
tions? Certainly not. If my heart were
such that I could not think good thoughts
nor entertain good feelings; if I were pos-
sessed of anger and could not contain
myself, then it were better for me to sew
up my mouth and stop my utterance. It
is no merit in a man or woman because
he or she thinks an evil thought or in-
dulges in an angry spirit to give utter-
ance to it; and they are not hypocrites
because they do not do it either. It is not

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

hypocrisy to quench the evil thoughts
that arise in our minds. Our hearts are
evil in consequence of the fall. As the
prophet Jeremiah says: "The heart is de-
ceitful above all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it?" There are a
great many things that are conceived in
our hearts that it would be well for us to
stifle before they received shape. What is
frequently the result of these evil concep-
tions? Innocent people suffer wrongfully;
injury is done; slanders are circulated;
while those who start them justify them-
selves, because forsooth they concerned
them. Just as well might the counter-
feiter, the bogus-maker, say that because
he makes a bogus bill he has the right to
circulate it. There is not any of the Spirit
of God connected with such conduct.

It is my duty and your duty to think
pure thoughts, to have holy desires, to
be charitable, to be kind, to be long-
suffering, to be full of love, and not any
of those evil influences. Why, the devil
would have no power on the earth if
it were not for some people who allow
him to use their tabernacles. I have of-
ten thought of this valley when we first
came here. There were a few Indians;
but who witnessed the devil or his power
here? If there were no wicked men nor
women here how could the devil man-
ifest his power here? Who heard tat-
tling? Who heard backbiting? Who
heard of litigation? Who heard of fight-
ing? Such things were never heard of.
But no sooner did men come and the ad-
versary obtain power over them, than
all the evils we now witness through-
out this land and in this city, which
grieves us so, began to manifest them-
selves. And the more there are who will
yield to the influences of the evil one, the
more there are who will be guided by



