INSUFFICIENCY OF MERE BELIEF IN CHRIST, ETC.

this afternoon about the great number
of Christian preachers who today are
standing up in various parts of the world
informing the people who listen to them
that simple belief on the Lord Jesus, who
died on Calvary, is all that is necessary
to save them and exalt them in the pres-
ence of God the Father. And it seems
to me that if there is one delusion more
pernicious than another it is that very
doctrine, which seems to be a fundamen-
tal principle of all the various Christian
sects. You will find, go where you will in
the Christian world and listen to any of
the great preachers of the day, that this
is the common topic of discourse. Jesus
Christ is preached—which is quite right,
I am very glad that he is—as the Savior
of the world. So we testify as Latter-day
Saints. In connection, however, with this
great truth which is proclaimed to the in-
habitants of the earth by men professing
to be sent of God, is preached the great
error that mere belief in the work which
Jesus Christ wrought out is sufficient for
the salvation of the people. The inhabi-
tants of the earth are informed that it is
not by any works of righteousness which
they may perform that they can gain any
favor whatever in the sight of God, but
it is the righteousness of Christ alone
which is acceptable to the Father and
which they can gain the benefit of if they
simply believe in him.

When we search the Scriptures and
read the sayings of Jesus Christ, and
of his servants whom he sent forth to
preach the Gospel, we do not find any
such statement as this. We find, it is
true, that the apostles of the Lord Je-
sus preached Christ and him crucified to
the world wherever they had an oppor-
tunity; they directed the attention of the
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people, Jew and Gentile, wherever they
went, to Jesus of Nazareth who was slain
on Calvary as the Redeemer of the world,
and faith in him was declared to be abso-
lutely necessary. But we do not find that
in proclaiming faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ to that generation they informed
the people that a mere belief in Christ
was all that was needful; we find that, in
addition to teaching the principle of faith
in God and in his Son Jesus Christ, they
taught the people it was necessary to ob-
serve certain rules, and commandments,
to obey certain forms and ordinances, to
comply with certain conditions that they
might obtain the benefit of the shedding
of Christ's blood. We find by search-
ing the New Testament, which contains
some of the teachings of the apostles and
some of their letters to the churches, that
the doctrine was held forth by them that
"the blood of Christ cleanseth us from all
sin." We find that this applied, as they
taught it, not only to what is called orig-
inal sin, but also to actual sin. The sin
which our first parents committed in the
Garden of Eden is called original sin; and
the sins committed individually by the
inhabitants of the earth, are called ac-
tual sin, for "all have sinned, and come
short of the glory of God." The apostles
sent forth to preach the Gospel by our
Savior himself, taught the people that
through the shedding of Christ's blood
remission of sin might come to all and
that mankind might be redeemed from
sin, original and actual. But we find this
distinction in their teaching in regard to
original sin, and their teaching in regard
to individual sin; that the blood of Christ
redeems mankind from the effects of the
fall and will eventually bring up all who



