INSUFFICIENCY OF MERE BELIEF IN CHRIST, ETC.

God called Joseph Smith to the great
work of ushering in the last dispensa-
tion. He made manifest to him the
truth, sent angels to him, enlightened
his mind and gave him the gift and
power of the Holy Ghost, and as Moses
and Elias came to Christ in the Mount,
so also did Peter, James and John ordain
Joseph Smith to the Melchizedek priest-
hood. The authority of that priesthood is
here now, and the servants of God who
are called by that authority go forth and
preach the Gospel to every creature, for
a witness unto all nations, declaring that
the end is near, and that the second ad-
vent of the Lord is close at hand. Peo-
ple are called upon everywhere to repent
of their sins; to be baptized for the re-
mission of sins, and to receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of
hands, and whenever people have re-
ceived the Gospel and obeyed its ordi-
nances his blessings have come to them.
The Holy Ghost, the Comforter, which
speaks direct to their souls, has borne
witness that their sins are remitted, that
they are raised to a newness of life, and
that if faithful unto the end they will be
received back into the presence of the Fa-
ther, to dwell in his society and glory.
This is a privilege offered to all the in-
habitants of the earth who will believe in
this Gospel of the latter days. Yet it is no
new thing. It is the old Gospel restored.
Not a doctrine, not a principle, not a pre-
cept therein, but what may be found in
the old Scriptures. And this is what peo-
ple call delusion! The Gospel came to us
in the various nations of the earth, some
belonging to the various religious sects,
and some belonging to no sect what-
ever, and when we received and obeyed
it a power took hold of us superior to
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anything we have ever experienced be-
fore, and witnessed to us in an unmis-
takable manner the truth of this work.
It is not a phantom. It is not something
imaginary, but it is a solemn fact, as cer-
tain as the fact of our existence. No one
can reason us out of it, or force us out of
it. Why? Because it is stamped upon our
spiritual nature, it is a part of our very
being. God Almighty has revealed this
truth to our souls, and we know it as we
know we live. That is why we are here.

Now, our business is to live this reli-
gion, to learn further of the ways of God,
and to do his will in all things. The mat-
ters I have been speaking of are only the
A B C of the Gospel. We must learn "line
upon line and precept upon precept,"
and continue to grow and increase in a
knowledge of the truth, living by "every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God." Now I would ask whether this is
the case? Having been redeemed, or hav-
ing had our individual transgressions re-
mitted, are we walking in the straight
and narrow way? Are we learning of
God? Are we seeking to understand more
distinctly and clearly the things that per-
tain to our salvation? Are we perform-
ing the task allotted to us? For we are
living in an important day. The day of
the second coming of the Savior is nigh
at hand, and when he comes shall we be
found, as in the parable, among the wise
or among the foolish virgins? How is it
with us this afternoon? Have we oil in
our lamps to guide us on our path? There
is no need for us to do anything in the
dark. We should be the children of the
light. We are accused of following our
leaders in "blind obedience.” There is no



