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hearts of the children to the fathers, and

the hearts of the fathers to the chil-

dren. I wish I could tell it to you as I

understand some of these things, and I

wish you could understand those prin-

ciples. Suffice it to say that Satan has

tried from the beginning of the world

to overturn the works of God, and in

some instances he has apparently suc-

ceeded admirably. He was the cause

at one time of all the people of the

earth being destroyed except a little seed

which was saved to propagate the hu-

man species. Probably the devil would

laugh pretty heartily over that, think-

ing that he had accomplished his pur-

poses. However that was not the end. It

is true that the judgments of God over-

took them; it is true they were destroyed

by a flood in the flesh, and were shut

up in prison in the spirit; but it is also

true that the same Savior who is our

Savior, when he was put to death in the

flesh, was quickened by the spirit, and

that he visited those spirits in prison,

opening up the door of salvation to them

that they might be redeemed and come

forth and accomplish certain purposes

which God had designed; and hence we

find the Savior operating among all that

body of people that the devil thought

were destroyed, but through this visi-

tation were placed within the reach of

deliverance. But has Satan prevailed

to a great extent? He has. Has dark-

ness spread itself over the earth? Yes.

Have people wandered away from God

and forsaken him and his laws? They

have. But then the Lord will be mer-

ciful towards them, they not having re-

ceived the light that we have, hence he

feels towards them as a father feels to-

wards his children, being desirous to pro-

mote their happiness as far as it lays

in his power; and if he could not save

them while in the flesh, he under-

stands certain eternal laws and princi-

ples whereby they may hereafter be re-

deemed. The Judge of all the earth

will do right. And while the priest-

hood behind the veil are operating and

preaching to the spirits that are in prison

that have been there from the different

ages, he called upon us to build temples

that we may administer for the bodies

of these people that have died without

the Gospel, that they may be judged ac-

cording to men in the flesh and live af-

ter God in the spirit. At the commence-

ment of the dispensations he sends out

his elders generally to all the world to

preach the Gospel to every creature. In

this dispensation he not only does this;

but as we live in a gathering dispensa-

tion, he also gathers in the people, and

when they learn a little of his law, there

are many ordained to the priesthood and

sent out as messengers, and we keep

sending them out to preach the Gospel

and to gather in the elect; and we send

them to their own people to tell them

what God has done and is doing. And

they keep coming and going. And whom

do we send? If we send to England we

send Englishmen, or men who can speak

the English language; if to Scandinavia,

we send Scandinavians: we send gener-

ally their own people, accompanied with

men of experience, after the Gospel has

been introduced to them. Why? That

they may go and teach their own people

the way of life and salvation. What then?

They come back again and build Tem-

ples. And what then? They and their

people from the various nations of the

earth go into these Temples and admin-

ister for their fathers, and grandfathers,

their uncles and aunts, their friends

and relatives, and thus reach back,

back into distant times to redeem and


