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I am pleased to see the sisters take the
part they do in their Relief Societies. They
are doing a good work and their labors
are a credit to them. And then there are
our Young Men’s and our Young Ladies’
Mutual Improvement Associations; they
are going on very well. And then your edu-
cational interests are doing pretty well. Do
I not so understand you, Brother Petersen?
[President Canute Petersen—Yes, Sir; pret-
ty well.] We do not want outside folks to
teach our children, do we? I think not. We
do not want them to teach us how to get to
heaven, do we? If we did, it would be of no
use, for they do not know the way. Well,
then, we do not want them to tamper with
the minds of our little ones. You will see
the day that Zion will be as far ahead of
the outside world in everything pertaining
to learning of every kind as we are today
in regard to religious matters. You mark
my words, and write them down, and see
if they do not come to pass. We are not de-
pendent upon them, but we are upon the
Lord. We did not get our priesthood nor
our information in regard to his law from
them; it came from God. The world pro-
fess to know a little about what they call
science, literature and the arts. Where did
they get their knowledge of these things
from? And what is it they really do know?
They know something about the laws of
Nature. Who made those laws? God made
them; and he knows how to govern them;
and it is by his almighty power that they
are governed.

I remember talking with some celebrated
scientists from Europe some time ago, and
I explained to them some of the principles
relative to the heavenly bodies that were
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Smith. They were astonished to know that
ideas so grand could be developed through
one that was comparatively unlearned. One
of them remarked that they were the most
magnificent principles he had ever heard
of; another one said that he had read and
studied a great deal, but he had a good deal
more yet to learn. We are, as the French
would say, en rapport, with God; that is in
communication with God. Let us live so
that we can keep that up, so that angels can
minister to us and the Holy Spirit dwell
with us. We have received his guidance and
instruction. It is for us now to go on from
truth to truth, from intelligence to intelli-
gence and from wisdom to wisdom. And
while nations shall crumble and thrones
be cast down, and the God of heaven arise
and shake terribly the earth, while the ele-
ments melt with fervent heat in fulfillment
of ancient as well as modern prophecy;
while these things are going on he will
whisper, peace to Zion. But the judgments
will begin at the house of God. We have
to pass through some of these things, but
it will only be a very little compared with
the terrible destruction, the misery and suf-
fering that will overtake the world who are
doomed to suffer the wrath of God. It be-
hooves us, as the Saints of God, to stand
firm and faithful in the observance of his
laws, that we may be worthy of his preserv-
ing care and blessing.

Now a word about other things.
We want elders to go and preach the
Gospel. But some people will say, “Here
is such a young man who is a little
wild; if he were to go abroad perhaps he
would reform.” Brother Peterson, we do
not want such folks to go as representa-
tives of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. And
I say to you, Presidents of Stakes, we
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