THE PRINCIPLE OF REVELATION, ETC.

Father, and this likeness was in him by
virtue of the fact that he lived in posses-
sion of the inspiration of revelation; his
course was marked out by that spirit. It
animated every faculty, controlled every
action, prompted every motive, and be-
cause that spirit was poured upon him
"without measure," he became the glory
of his Father and exhibited in himself
the "express image of his person,” and
he, in speaking to his disciples, declared
that they should become "like unto him,
even as he was like his Father," by the
reception of "line upon line and precept
upon precept, here a little and there a
little." Now, probably I might illustrate
this from the facts of everyday life, the
possibility, I mean, of a change in the fea-
tures of those with whom we are famil-
iar. Did you ever notice a man and wife
who had lived happily together, whose
thoughts were one, who had become as-
similated to each other in their tastes
and feelings so far and to such an extent
that when you see them white with the
snow of years you would say of them, "I
never saw a couple so much alike; they
are positively like brother and sister."
Did that ever come under your observa-
tion? It has come under mine many and
many a time. Now, what was the secret
of that? Why the wife had become assim-
ilated to the husband and the husband
to the wife; they were actuated upon in a
great measure by the selfsame impulses,
until they had become similar in their
habits of life, so thoroughly one that they
were like each other even in their fa-
cial expression, and when death claimed
one or the other, but a few hours or
days would pass before they were again
and for evermore united. And this is
a characteristic in which we glory. But
to illustrate this in another direction.
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Here is a mother, now, or a young wife.
Her heart overflows with affection for
the husband of her youth. God has
blessed the union that was made by the
authority of the priesthood. She passes
along until she attains to the condition
of motherhood, and in the fulness of her
heart she brings the babe to the assem-
bly of the Saints that by the authority
of the priesthood it may be dedicated to
the service of God and to the building
up of this kingdom. The mother's heart
is full. It bursts almost with gratitude
for the great boon she has received. She
breathes many a prayer for the child that
God has given, and by and by, even when
the cup seems full to the very brim, some
of her sisters come along and say, "what
a beautiful baby you have got; how very
like its father;" and that is the last drop
needful to make the mother's soul and
ambition full to overflowing. To say that
the babe was like herself would perhaps
have been quite as correct; but when
it was pronounced to be like his father,
more especially if its father was a good
husband, if he was everything that he
should be in regard to character—there
was no limit to the love and affection
she could bear for her husband and their
child. * * * * *

There is an illustration we can ap-
ply in another direction. We have all
come down from the eternities of the
past to this period of probation. I
think the probabilities are that while
we dwelt there we were in possession
of a good deal of intelligence. There
were many facilities, I expect, for the
acquisition of such intelligence as was
adapted to our condition. I believe
that we were there taught the neces-
sity and advantage of taking a proba-
tion upon the earth. I believe that there



