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over the face of the earth as man has

spread, and the rain descends and the

sun shines and nature, as we term it,

operates; but I would call it the power

of God which operates according to eter-

nal laws and principles that he has or-

dained. He gives vitality to all cre-

ation and sets life into motion and con-

trols it, in the heavens as well as in the

earth; not only among men, but among

the beasts of the field, the fowls of the

air, the fishes of the sea, and all the

grasses, plants and flowers and herbs

etc., everything possessing the principle

of life within itself. You farmers know

that, and hence you store up your differ-

ent seeds and in the proper season take

them and plant them and they grow and

increase and spread; these things look

very small. It is very little to look at

a grain of wheat, but then if you don't

have it you never could raise wheat. Can

you farmers make one solitary grain of

wheat without the seed? It is apparently

a small thing but you can't do it. You

can try it if you please, but you will not

succeed. You cannot make a peppergrass

seed; but if you take one of those seeds

or a grain of wheat and sow it and wa-

ter it you may by its increase spread it

over all the face of the earth; but if you

did not have the seed you could not ac-

complish anything. I do not care how

smart you are or what rules of philoso-

phy or science youmay have come across,

all I ask of you is to make a grain of oats

or wheat. But then, we will stop at the

wheat. If we cannot do that we are not

so very important, are we? There needs

a superior power to give this vitality. You

look at it. You see today the trees are

leafless, there are no flowers in bloom,

everything is seared and withered and

apparently gone to decay. By and by

according to the principles of nature, or

the laws of God, spring comes along, and

the birds begin to sing and feel happy,

the grass begins to shoot forth, the flow-

ers begin to bud, the trees begin to blos-

som. And who gives this vitality and

maintains it? God. Could you do much

without him? No. Why, you cannot even

make your grain to grow after it is pro-

vided for you without water. You try it

sometimes but you make a poor out of it,

and withal we need the revivifying heat

of the sun. The grass begins to shoot up

and by and by we have the wheat and

corn, first the blade and ear and then

full corn in the ear. We have apple trees,

plum trees, and the various fruit trees

budding, blossoming and bearing fruit,

all these things are provided by whom?

By the omnipotent, omniscient hand of

the Almighty according to certain eter-

nal laws that he has provided for man

and for every creature that exists upon

the face of the earth.

But we will come back to the things

spoken of by Joseph F. Smith. This prin-

ciple of life is the origin of our world, not

only of this world, but of others; and this

propagating and multiplying is ordained

of the Almighty for the peopling of these

worlds. And this production of life that I

have briefly alluded to is another princi-

ple that exists to supply the want of an-

other kind of life that exists here upon

the earth. And without this there could

be no world; all would be chaos, all would

be darkness, all would be death, and the

works of God would amount to nothing if

it were not for this life and vitality.

Now, I want to speak further on

a principle associated with this sub-

ject, that is, that in the providence

of God, or according to the eternal

laws of God and the eternal fitness


