
of things as they exist with him in the eter-
nal worlds and as they exist here upon the 
earth, all of us are or should be as much un-
der the guidance and direction of God, and 
are as much obligated to listen to his law 
and be governed by his counsels and ad-
vice—and I should think a little more so—
than we would be in making that grain of 
wheat to grow or ten thousand million of 
them to grow, for we could not do it with-
out being governed by those laws requisite 
to produce the increase. Furthermore, we 
all are the offspring of God, are we not? 
I think the Scriptures read that, “We are 
all his offspring; that he is the God and 
Father of the spirits of all flesh;” and be-
ing the God and Father of the spirits of all 
flesh, and having made a world for all flesh 
to inhabit, and having made provision for 
the sustenance of that flesh, for their food, 
clothing, comfort, convenience and happi-
ness, and given them intelligence and told 
them to go forth and manipulate the abun-
dance of nature to their use, has he not a 
right to lead and direct us, to ask obedience 
to his law? Would not that be a legitimate 
right, when we reflect upon it? The world 
says, No, he has no right; I am my own 
master, etc. Some of the Latter-day Saints 
almost say the same thing; not quite, but 
they would like to get near it. “I am a free 
man; I will be damned if I don’t do as I 
please,” etc. Well, I will tell you another 
part of that story. You will be damned if 
you do act as you please unless you please 
to do and to keep the laws of God. We 
cannot violate his laws with impunity nor 
trample under foot these eternal principles 
which exist in all nature. If all nature is 
compelled to be governed by law or suffer 
loss, why not man?

Now, then, he has revealed unto us the 
Gospel. He has gathered us together from 
among the nations of the earth for the ac-
complishment of his purposes. For this 
he has used higher measures and more 
exalted principles than are associated with 
some of the lower orders of nature, some 
of these things that exist in nature. But 
who can comprehend them? The world 
with all its wisdom knows very little 
about them. The world with all its wis-
dom knows nothing about God. What is 
the acme of the perfection of knowledge 
that exists anywhere today? What is the 
highest step of the ladder they can reach? 
To discover some principles or laws of na-
ture and become acquainted with them 
and then they make terrible blunders at 
that. But this is the acme of perfection 
that any philosopher or scientist or in-
telligent man professes to reach—to un-
derstand some of the laws of nature. But 
how much of these do they know? Why, 
in my time, in order to show how much 
they know and how little, I will mention 
some things that have not existed in my 
day. They did not know of the oil we 
burn in this room. I can remember that 
in some of the large cities of the earth 
all they had to light then was tallow or 
wax candles or whale oil, which was just 
about enough to make darkness visible. 
And after all the thousands of years that 
men have existed upon the earth they 
cannot even make the oil you burn to-
day, and they did not have it when I was 
young. But did that principle that exists 
in the oil always exist? Yes. Why didn’t 
they find it out? Because they only under- 
stood a few of the principles of nature 
notwithstanding all their philosophy and 
intelligence. Again, who knew anything 
about gas in those days? I can remember
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