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of people they are, and also what we

are, and he would do everything he could

for them even if in his almighty wis-

dom he has to kill them off in order to

save them. He destroyed the antedilu-

vian world on that account, because they

were not filling the measure of their cre-

ation. They had corrupted themselves to

such an extent that it would have been

an injustice to the spirits in the eter-

nal worlds if they had to come through

such a corrupt lineage to be subject to

all the trouble, incident thereunto, and

therefore God destroyed them. He cut

off the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah in

consequence of their corruptions, and by

and by he will shake all the inhabitants

of the earth, he will shake thrones and

will overturn empires and desolate the

land and lay millions of the human fam-

ily in the dust. Plagues and pestilence

will stalk through the earth because of

the iniquities of men, because of some

of these corruptions that Brother Joseph

F. Smith has briefly hinted at, namely,

the perversion of the laws of nature be-

tween the sexes, and the damnable mur-

ders that exist among men.

Not long ago, I was called upon by

some intelligent, or those who profess

to be intelligent men, who asked me

something about polygamy. "How is it

with you," said I; "do you know that

in this land of yours you are murder-

ing hundreds of thousands of infants

every year? Do you know that you

have among you people who are con-

sidered the most fashionable and hon-

orable that are murderers, who de-

stroy the life that God has given be-

fore and after birth, and interfere with

the laws of the Almighty. Do you know

that they are doing that?" "Yes, we be-

lieve they are doing it." "Do you know

that you are wallowing in corruption

and degradation, and that your social

evils and other damnable corruptions

that exist are spreading and permeating

through all your society?" "Yes." "Well,

you please go and attend to your own

affairs. It certainly does not look well

for you who hail from these sinks of in-

famy and degradation to preach moral-

ity to us. Please attend to your own

affairs first and get them straightened

out before you come to correct us." Yet

these very people, these lascivious men

sitting upon the bench and pleading in

the courts will arraign honorable men

for obeying a law of God. Will we obey

it? In the name of Israel's God we will.

(The congregation said "Amen.") We will

carry out his purposes, we will obey his

behests, we will, with his help, abide

his law, and our persecutors cannot help

themselves, for God will put a hook into

their jaws and he will lead them whith-

ersoever he will and put a stop to their

career by and by. But he will look in

kindness upon Zion and honor those who

honor and obey his law.

Now these are my feelings in rela-

tion to these things. We ought to ob-

serve the laws of God. The Lord has

taken a great deal of pains to bring us

where we are and to give us the informa-

tion we have. He came himself, accom-

panied by his Son Jesus, to the Prophet

Joseph Smith. He didn't send anybody

but came himself, and introducing his

Son, said: "This is My Beloved Son,

Hear Him!" And he permitted the an-

cient prophets, apostles and men of God

that existed in different ages to come and

confer the keys of their several dispen-

sations upon the prophet of the Lord, in

order that he should be endowed and im-

bued with the power and Spirit of God,

with the light of revelation and the eter-


