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nal principles of the everlasting Gospel,

and that the keys committed to him,

might, through him, be conferred upon

others, and that the principles of eter-

nal truth as they exist in the heavens,

might extend to the nations of the earth,

that these degrading, loathsome, damn-

ing principles might cease, that his peo-

ple might be gathered to Zion from the

four corners of the earth, and learn his

laws. Says Jesus in his parable of the

good shepherd, "and the sheep hear his

voice, and he calleth his own sheep by

name, and leadeth them out. And when

he putteth forth his own sheep he goeth

before them and the sheep follow him;

for they know his voice." Now, he has

brought us together here. Whose sheep

are we? Says Jesus, "I pray for them:

I pray not for the world, but for them

which thou hast given me; for they are

thine. * * * Neither pray I for these

alone, but for them also which shall be-

lieve on me through their word; That

they all may be one; as thou, Father, art

in me, and I in thee, that they also may

be one in us: that the world may believe

that thou hast sent me." He has gathered

us together here for what? To teach us

his law through the medium of the Holy

Priesthood. Jesus, in sending forth his

disciples in former times said unto them,

"He that receiveth you receiveth me, and

he that receiveth me receiveth him that

sent me."

Now, God has ordained his Holy

Priesthood upon the earth with pres-

idents, apostles, bishops, high coun-

cils, seventies, high priests, and the

order and organization of the Church

and kingdom of God in its fulness and

completeness, more complete perhaps,

than it ever was since the world was

framed. Why? Because it is the

dispensation of the fulness of times, em-

bracing all other times that have ever

existed since the world was, and he has

gathered us together for that purpose.

Is it to sow and plant and try to make

ourselves comfortable and to follow the

customs of the world in their corrup-

tions and to wallow in infamy and rob

and plunder one another, acting deceit-

fully and impurely without any regard

to virtue or any of the laws that govern

the Church and kingdom of God? No.

But that we might be a peculiar people

full of the light of truth and intelligence

and revelations of God; that we might

be a people having no longer need of the

oral law or the written law, but a people

upon whose hearts the law of God shall

be written and engraven as in characters

of living fire, being under the inspira-

tion and guidance of the Almighty, walk-

ing according to the principles of eternal

truth, and being led in the paths of life;

being united with God and his Son Jesus

Christ and with the ancient patriarchs

and apostles and men of God, operating

with them in the building up of Zion, in

establishing the kingdom of God upon

the earth, and in spreading salvation to

the ends of the earth. This is what he

has brought us here for. And also that we

might build temples to officiate in them

for the living and the dead, and that we

might go forth to the nations of the earth,

carrying the glad tidings of peace; and

that we might be as a city set upon a

hill that cannot be hid; and that being

in unison with God and the patriarchs

and apostles, we might draw down the

light and intelligence of heaven upon the

earth to enable us to operate with them

according to the principles of justice and

equity and the laws of life and every

principle connected with the salvation of


