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do not look upon the revelations recorded
in these books, touching the dispensa-
tion of the fulness of times, as something
that will pass away unfulfilled. We live
in a generation when great changes are
about to take place. We live in a time
when darkness covers the whole earth
and gross darkness the people. The world
are a great way from the truth. Infidelity
overwhelms the earth, in fact it is a hard
matter today to get either priest or people,
sect or party, of any name or denomina-
tion under heaven to believe in the literal
fulfillment of the Bible, as translated in
the days of King James, which contains
the revelations given from the days of
Father Adam down to our own time, and
which point out to us the signs of heaven
and earth indicating the coming of the
Son of Man. We live in the generation
itself when Jesus Christ will come in the
clouds of heaven with power and great
glory. We live in the generation when the
Gospel of Jesus Christ has been revealed
in its fulness to the Gentiles, and when
the Gospel of Christ will go to the House
of Israel, to the descendants of Lehi, in
fulfillment of that which is recorded in
their records in the 9th, 10th and 11th
chapters of the last book of Nephi. These
prophets spake by the power of God and
the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, and
as the apostle says, “No prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion. For the prophecy came not in old
time by the will of man: but holy men
of God spake as they were moved by the
Holy Ghost.” I feel therefore to say to
my brethren who bear the holy priest-
hood, and I say it to myself and to all—
I do not think we have much time to lie
down and slumber. We have no time
to speculate in trying to get rich, in try-
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ing to accumulate gold and silver. What we
have got to do is to build up the kingdom
of God. As apostles, high priests, elders,
seventies and the lesser priesthood, we are
bound together by this new and everlasting
Gospel and covenant; we are called to per-
form the great and mighty work of build-
ing up Zion, of building temples wherein
we may labor for the living and the dead,
and we should live in that way and manner
that we may be governed and controlled at
all times by the Holy Spirit.

I know very well how the world look at
these things. As I said before, the world is
far from the Lord. We ourselves are too far
from the Lord as a people. We ought to
draw near to the Lord, and labor to obtain
the Holy Spirit, so that when we read the
revelations of God we may read them by
the same Spirit by which they were given.
Then we can understand their purport
when given to the children of men.

The Lord has said by the mouth of the
Prophet Isaiah, that he would proceed
to do a marvelous work and a wonder;
and when I look at the rise and progress
of this Church, when I behold the great
work the Lord has performed, it was a
marvelous work and a wonder indeed.
There never has been, in my view, any
generation in which the same amount of
prophecies and important events have
to be fulfilled as in the generation in
which we live. Joseph Smith, an illiterate
boy, was raised up by the power of God.
His teachers were the angels of heaven.
He was administered unto by the Son
of God. He received the Aaronic priest-
hood of John the Baptist, who was
beheaded for the testimony of Jesus
Christ. He received the apostleship and
Melchizedek Priesthood under the hands of
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