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It is with feelings of thanksgiving to

my Father who is in heaven, that I stand

before you this afternoon, after having

been absent from this place for some

nine months that are past.

I suppose that the Latter-day Saints

who are congregated here, understand

the object of the mission which was given

to me, to go to Great Britain, and there

get the pages of the Book of Mormon,

and the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,

electrotyped, with double sets of plates,

for the purpose of spreading forth copies

of these works, among the inhabitants of

the earth by hundreds of thousands. I

therefore, feel very much pleased to have

the privilege of bearing testimony to you,

that I have, through the blessing of the

Lord, been enabled to finish or complete

the work that was given me to do, in re-

lation to these two standard works of our

Church.

Had it not been for the Book of Mor-

mon this territory would not be occu-

pied by a people called the Latter-day

Saints. That lies at the foundation of

the work of the last days, in which we

are engaged. All of you are acquainted,

if you have endeavored to exercise your

judgment and your capacities as intel-

ligent beings, with the nature of that

book. If you are not acquainted with it

you certainly ought to be. We all ought to

inform ourselves concerning every prin-

ciple that is contained in that record.

We ought to make ourselves very famil-

iar also, with the Book that is called the

Book of Doctrine and Covenants, given

by divine revelation in the generation in

which we are permitted to live. These

two books, we as a people, esteem to be

as sacred as any other revelations which

were ever given to the human family. We

look upon the Book of Mormon as a very

precious record—a precious blessing to

the people who live in this dispensation,

a divine work—a divine revelation. It

has now been before the world almost

50 years, being published over 49 years;

and the whole world, if they had seen

proper to inform themselves, concerning

the nature of the work, could have been

blessed with the privilege. It is a work

which the Lord our God has commenced

by his own power. The book was not writ-

ten by the wisdom of man, by the in-

spiration of man, but it was written by

the commandment of the Most High God.

It was written as revealed to a young

man, the founder of this Church, under

the divine influence of the Holy Spirit.


