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This young man being inspired of God,

and having revelations granted to him

from heaven, had the privilege of bring-

ing forth this sacred record to this gen-

eration. The record was translated, as

the Latter-day Saints understand, and

as the world generally have been in-

formed, by revelation, by the inspiration

of the Holy Ghost, through the aid of

an instrument that was used anciently

and called the Urim and Thummim. The

Lord did not, in revealing this work to us,

require us to receive it blindly and en-

thusiastically, but to receive it on good,

substantial, sound evidence, such as we

cannot controvert, such as we cannot

contradict—evidence that no reasonable

person, having the common reasoning

faculties of man, can consistently reject.

The Lord did not raise up this Church—

did not commence its foundation, until

he revealed this Book; and in the rev-

elation of this Book, he fulfilled many

predictions, made in ancient days, by

the mouth of the Jewish prophets, and

also the apostles that succeeded the Jew-

ish prophets. They spake as they were

moved upon by the Holy Ghost; and they

predicted that such a work would come

forth in the latter times; and if this is not

the work, as the world say it is not, then

we are to look forward to the day when a

similar work will be brought forth by the

power of Almighty God; for the events

predicted by the mouth of the prophets,

recorded in the Jewish Bible, never can

be fulfilled, never can be brought to pass,

unless a work of a similar description, to

the one that has been presented to the

people of the nineteenth century shall

come forth.

The Book of Mormon, we say, is

just as sacred as the Bible—the Old

and New Testaments. We cannot

see any reason why we should exclude

all other books from the compiled books

of the Jewish Bible. We have nothing

in the compiled works of the Bible (King

James' translation), we have no decla-

rations in this Book, that the canon of

Scripture should be full at the close of

the fourth century of the Christian era.

We have no declarations in this Book,

that about 400 years after Christ there

should be a church or people on the earth

that should collect together manuscript

books and call them the Bible, and that

that should be a complete revelation of

God's will; or that there were no other

sacred books in existence, only what the

Catholic church, at the close of the fourth

century, happened to collect together.

We believe that God is the God of

all nations, as well as the God of the

Jews. We believe that he did not con-

fine his divine power and the inspira-

tion of his Spirit to one little spot of

our globe; although he did work wonder-

fully, and in a marvelous manner, in the

land of Palestine among the Jews, and

did shew forth his power by raising up

prophets, and revelators, and apostles.

Yet we cannot, in our views, limit the

Almighty, as the Christian nations do,

and say that he has never spoken to any

other people. We cannot, with the intel-

ligence and light that God has given to

us, say that the Bible is the only reve-

lation of God to man. We believe that

he made all nations, and all the inhab-

itants of the earth. We believe that he

had as much regard for the ten tribes,

after they revolted from the house of Ju-

dah and separated themselves into a dis-

tinct nation—when they wrought righ-

teousness, as he had for the Jews who

dwelt in Jerusalem, and in the vicinity

of that great capital city. Indeed the Lord


