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be a privilege and blessing for the an-

cient inhabitants of America to be in-

formed concerning the only way by which

they could be saved in the kingdom of

God? The Book of Mormon records

the fact that Jesus did appear on this

American continent, after his resurrec-

tion from the dead; that he did adminis-

ter in person, in his immortal body, af-

ter his resurrection, for several days, in

the midst of this remnant of Israel, the

forefathers of these American Indians.

What Gospel did he teach? Did he teach

one Gospel in Asia and another in an-

cient America? No. If the same Gospel

then is taught, who is harmed among

the four hundred millions of Christians,

by having the information concerning it?

It seems to me as if I could imagine

the feeling of the strangers that may be

present this afternoon. I can imagine

someone saying, "Oh, it would be a very

beautiful theory, if we could only believe

it; if we only had testimony sufficient to

believe what you Latter-day Saints de-

clare, that the Book of Mormon is actu-

ally a divine revelation of the Gospel as

it was preached in ancient America; if we

knew this fact we could not denounce it

as something that was calculated in its

nature to destroy the peace and happi-

ness of Christendom, but we should con-

sider it a great blessing to the human

family if we only had the evidence and

testimony that the facts are as you state

them." Now I expect these thoughts are

running through the minds of some in-

dividuals here. Well, now, what must be

the evidence? What would you naturally

suppose would be the kind of evidence

that the Lord Almighty would give to

substantiate the divinity of a book that is

almost two-thirds as voluminous as the

Jewish Bible? Can you imagine any tes-

timony that ought to be given to con-

vince the children of men? "Well," says

one, "if we could only have it confirmed

by the ministration of angels, that would

be an evidence, a great evidence or tes-

timony." The inhabitants of this genera-

tion, for nearly fifty years, have had the

testimony of three men, besides the boy

that translated the Book of Mormon—

the testimony of three witnesses. The

Lord would not suffer his Church to

be organized, would not suffer his ser-

vants to build up this kingdom on the

earth—this ecclesiastical kingdom, un-

til he gave sufficient evidence unto three

chosen witnesses, as well as the boy that

translated the work. Their testimony is

given, in connection with the book, and

there is no man living that can contra-

dict their testimony or can prove it to

be untrue. The witnesses themselves

have never denied their testimony; and

not only three other witnesses who saw

the angel, heard the words of his mouth,

saw the glory of his countenance, and

saw the plates—the original plates from

which the Book of Mormon was trans-

lated, but also eight other witnesses who

saw the plates, but did not see the an-

gel; they saw the plates at another time;

saw the engravings upon the plates, han-

dled them with their hands, and have

recorded their testimony. Hence we have

the testimony of the young man that was

called by the angel to translate and bring

forth the book, and then the testimony

of eleven other witnesses besides. In the

mouth of two or three witnesses, we are

told in the Jewish record, every word

shall be established. But God saw fit to

give twelve witnesses before the Church

of the Latter-day Saints ever had an ex-

istence on this earth. That certainly


