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DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS AND ALL
OTHER PROFESSING CHRISTIANS

DISCOURSE BY ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE, DELIVERED IN THE SALT LAKE
ASSEMBLY HALL, SUNDAY AFTERNOON, APRIL 11, 1880
Reported by John Irvine

I am thankful today for this opportunity
of meeting with my brethren and sisters in
this fine hall to worship God and spend
a little time in reflecting upon the prin-
ciples of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and
I am thankful also for this opportunity of
bearing my testimony to the truth of the
work in which we are engaged. I trust that
during the short time I shall stand before
you I may be led by the Holy Spirit to say
something which will edify and instruct the
people.

It was remarked by Brother N. H. Felt,
who has just addressed us, that it would
be a difficult matter to answer the ques-
tion—wherein do the Latter-day Saints,
or “Mormons,” differ in their views from
the rest of the people who profess the
Christian religion. True this would be a
difficult question to answer in a few min-
utes satisfactorily. There are a great many
points of difference between our doctrines
and the doctrines of the so-called Christian
world, but if I were to attempt to answer
the question in brief I would say the chief
difference consists in this—That the re-
ligion which we have received has come
down from God out of heaven direct, by
revelation, in the day and age in which
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we live, while the religions which are be-
lieved in by the various Christian de-
nominations who meet today in different
parts of the world to worship God, most
of which have been in existence for a long
time have been in every case arranged by
men. The people who belong to the vari-
ous Christian sects all profess to believe
in one Book—the Bible, and in one God;
but their ideas in regard to religion and in
regard to the manner in which God shall
be worshipped and served are very differ-
ent, and when we trace up the origin of
their religion we find that in every case,
with perhaps one exception, they have
been started by men; by individuals who,
no doubt, in the first place, believed they
were enlightened of God and had come
to the conclusion that such and such
doctrines were the doctrines of Christ,
and that it was their duty to preach these
doctrines. They convinced others of the
truth of the ideas which they had adopt-
ed, and together they formed a religious
society. Now, we shall find that this is the
case with all those different sects and par-
ties, that compose modern Christendom
with the exception perhaps of the Church
which is called the Church of Rome, the
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