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Roman Catholic church. That church

professes to be a continuation of the

Church which Jesus Christ established.

It professes to have the same authority,

handed down from generation to gener-

ation, which was exercised by the an-

cient apostles. It professes to have the

keys that Peter held. The Pope of Rome

professes to be the successor of St. Pe-

ter, and the priesthood of the church of

Rome profess to have the same author-

ity, or similar authority, or a succession

of the authority, which was held in the

primitive Christian Church. They say

there has been no interruption of this

line of priesthood in the church which Je-

sus Christ established, to build up which

the ancient apostles lost their lives—

that this priesthood has been continued

down through the stream of time to our

own period. All the rest of the denomina-

tions called Christian have sprung from

that body directly or indirectly, and their

organization was started in the way that

I have briefly described.

You see then there is a great differ-

ence between our professions and the

professions of all the rest of the Chris-

tian world in this particular. We testify

that in the day and age in which we live,

God, who spoke in ancient times to the

prophets, and in the meridian of time

by his Only Begotten Son, has uttered

his voice again out of heaven; that Je-

sus who died on Calvary, that we might

live, has manifested himself in this day

and age of the world; that the angels

of God, who were men that ministered

in the name of the Lord, in the flesh,

in times of old, who died in the truth

and live in God, have come to the earth

in this age of the world and revealed

the things of God; and that this Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

has been organized, not by the wis-

dom of man, not by persons who have re-

flected and studied and come to certain

conclusions in their own minds and then

founded a church, but that it has been or-

ganized and established and carried on

and directed under the immediate reve-

lations of the Most High God. You see

this is quite a difference. There is quite

a distinction between us and all the rest

of the people called Christians. I do not

know, however, whether the great body

of people called Christians will allow us

to adopt that name. They dispute our

right to the title of Christians. They call

us "Mormons"—rather a foolish title to

give us. Mormon is the name of a man,

a servant of God, a prophet of the Most

High, who lived anciently on this conti-

nent and wrote some of the things re-

vealed to him in a book called the Book

of Mormon; and because we believe in

that book, our "Christian" friends call

us "Mormons." We might just as well

call them Peters, because they believe in

Peter; we might just as well call them

Pauls, Jeremiahs, Isaiahs, or Lukes, be-

cause they believe in the sayings of these

men written in the book called the Bible.

But the stranger might say, "It is very

well for you to make such a statement

as you have made, that your Church has

been organized by the commandment of

God and by divine revelation from him in

the present day, but how can you prove

that to the world?" There is a very sim-

ple way by which this can be found out,

by which the truth or falsity of what I

have said can be established. The peo-

ple who live here in Utah, who have been

gathered here from a great many dif-

ferent parts of the earth, are here be-

cause they know that what I have spo-

ken of this afternoon is true. This is


