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what brought them here. They have not

come up to the heights of these moun-

tains to dig for gold or silver, to make

themselves rich with the fruits and prod-

ucts of the earth, or to unite together to

establish some socialistic system for the

mere bettering of their temporal circum-

stances. They have come here from the

east, from the west, from the north and

from the south, from the different con-

tinents and from the islands of the sea,

because in their own souls they have re-

ceived a testimony similar to that which

I have borne this afternoon. They have

investigated the subject; they took the

course pointed out to them by which

they could find out the truth or falsity

of this work for themselves, and hav-

ing received a testimony that it is true

they have come up here to these moun-

tains; they have left their homes in var-

ious lands, they have turned their backs

on their former homes and relationships,

broken up their business affairs, many

of them having left friends and family

and have come up here to these moun-

tains that they may learn more of this

important work, having first of all re-

ceived a testimony from God that it is

true. Well, someone may say, "How

did they find it out? Did they find it

out because somebody told them? Did

they receive their testimony from some

other man or woman? No; they re-

ceived it direct from the Lord, direct

from the heavens, for "God is no re-

specter of persons: But in every nation

he that feareth him, and worketh righ-

teousness, is accepted of him. "He is

just as willing to manifest himself to an

Englishman, an American, a Scotchman,

an Irishman, a Dutchman, a Scandina-

vian, a South Sea Islander or anybody

else, as to a Jew. How did they ob-

tain this testimony? The Apostle James,

some of whose writings we have in this

book called the New Testament, told the

people in his day, "If any of you lack

wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth

to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;

and it shall be given him. But let him

ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he

that wavereth is like a wave of the sea

driven with the wind and tossed. For

let not that man think that he shall re-

ceive anything of the Lord." Now when

the elders of this Church went out with

this testimony that God had again spo-

ken from the heavens, that communica-

tion between the heavens and the earth,

which was once enjoyed by men of old

had again been opened up, they told the

people who heard their words that if

they would believe in the true and liv-

ing God, if they would believe in the

Lord Jesus Christ, if they would repent

of their sins and be baptized in water

for the remission of sins, they should re-

ceive the Holy Ghost, and by this Spirit

they should obtain a testimony direct

from the Almighty to their own souls,

that God had in very deed commenced

the great work of the latter days, spo-

ken of by all the holy prophets since the

world began. What was the result of this

teaching? Why, in every place, in ev-

ery part of the world, among any peo-

ple, no matter what their former customs

or religion might have been, no matter

what condition they might be in, no mat-

ter how they had been educated, no mat-

ter of what race they might be, wherever

they heard the sound of this Gospel and

obeyed it, they received a testimony of

the truth of this work and therefore have

gathered up to these mountains.

This is my testimony to this con-

gregation this afternoon: that, hav-

ing received this Gospel and obeyed it

in the way that I have pointed out,


