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I received a testimony to my own soul,

from the Almighty, by which I have no

longer any doubt as to its truth; no

longer to depend upon the testimony of

man. I can say for myself, before God,

before the heavenly hosts, before all na-

tions wherever I may be sent, that I

know this work is true. I know that God

lives. I know that God hears and an-

swers prayers. I know that Jesus is the

Christ. I know that angels have come

down from the heavens in these the last

times and restored the ancient Gospel. I

know that the holy priesthood, the power

of God, the authority to administer in

the name of the Lord, held by men, in

ancient times, has been restored to men

in these the latter days, and that it is

here upon the earth, never to be taken

away again until the work has been ac-

complished for which it was sent; un-

til every nation shall hear the sound of

the Gospel; until every nation, kindred,

tongue and people, shall hear of the pur-

poses of the Great Jehovah; until all peo-

ple shall be warned, and the honest and

upright, and the truth-loving in every

clime shall be gathered unto the fold of

Christ; until the way shall be prepared

for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ—

to reign in Mount Zion and Jerusalem,

and before his ancients gloriously; un-

til the earth is redeemed from the curse;

until Satan and his hosts are bound;

until the great work of God is accom-

plished and all his children brought up

from death and hell and the grave, and

placed in a position where they can glo-

rify God throughout the countless ages of

eternity.

It is popularly supposed that when

our elders go out as missionaries to

the different countries of the earth,

they go for the purpose of induc-

ing people to gather here to these

peaceful valleys, that they might be

made subservient to our leaders. That

is the popular idea. There cannot, how-

ever, be anything more false and ridicu-

lous than this. What object could men

have in taking the trouble to go, as our

elders do, to face the frowns of the world,

to be scoffed at and despised, to travel

"without purse or scrip," as did the an-

cient servants of God, suffering contu-

mely, persecution, privation, and even

hunger and thirst, traveling footsore and

weary, among a people who, generally

speaking, do not desire to hear their tes-

timony? Their object is to preach the

Gospel of Christ, and to bear witness

of this great work. It is not merely to

gather people to these mountains. When

people do come here they come just as

I have said—because they have received

the Gospel, and know it to be true. They

come up here that they may learn more

of the ways of the Lord. And this is

the testimony that our elders bear wher-

ever they may be sent: That God has

restored the ancient Gospel and that he

is building up his Church on the earth

again for the last time; that the hour

of God's judgment is nigh; that the an-

gel, to whom Brother Felt referred, and

about whom he quoted from the revela-

tions of St. John, has come to the earth

with "the everlasting gospel to preach to

every nation, and kindred, and tongue,

and people, Saying with a loud voice,

Fear God, and give glory to him; for the

hour of his judgment is come." This is our

testimony, this is why we go forth, and

when the people hear our testimony and

believe it, and call upon the Lord for a

witness, they receive it, and then they

are willing to forego everything for the

sake of the Gospel.

There is another great difference

between our religion and the reli-


