DIFFERENCE BETWEEN, ETC.

gions of the world, and that consists in
the power and authority of the priest-
hood to which I have briefly referred.
Now, it is true that the church called
the Church of Rome, professes to have
the priesthood. That church professes to
have the same authority which was in
the ancient church, and that it has been
handed down from generation to gener-
ation to our own times. The Church of
England—or the Episcopal Church as it
is called here—professes to have a por-
tion of that same authority. The Greek
Church also professes to have a portion
of that authority. They are branches
or offshoots from this Roman Catholic
Church; but the rest of the Christian
denominations repudiate any idea of a
priesthood. They think there is no need
for any priesthood. They say that Je-
sus was the Great High Priest, and that
there is no need for any more priests;
that is the prevalent idea among the rest
of the Christian sects. But we do be-
lieve in the necessity of this priesthood,
and say that it has been restored from
heaven in this our own times. In what
way? In the first place John the Baptist,
who went before Jesus to prepare the
way for him as the prophets predicted,
who held the priesthood of Aaron, or the
Levitical priesthood—that same person
who baptized Jesus in the river Jordan,
and who was beheaded for preaching the
word of the Lord, has come to the earth
in this day and age of the world, and or-
dained man to the same authority and
priesthood that he held while he was in
the flesh. Now, I do not know that there
is another people on the face of the earth
that possess any such thing as that, so
that in that respect there is a great dif-
ference between our religion and the re-
ligions of the world. Further, we testify
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that not only this lesser priesthood
which was held by John the Baptist has
been restored, but that Peter, James
and John, who held the Apostleship, the
same priesthood which Christ held, have
come in this our own time and restored
the authority which they held. "As my
Father hath sent me, even so send I you,"
said Jesus to his disciples. They were
ordained to the same authority that He
held. What authority was that? We are
told that Christ was called to be a priest
forever after the order of Melchizedek,
an unchangeable priesthood, everlast-
ing, without beginning of days or end of
years. He conferred the same priesthood
upon His apostles, and Peter, James and
John were left to take charge of the
Church when He departed; they had the
keys of the kingdom; whatsoever they
should bind on earth was to be bound in
heaven, and whatever they should loose
on earth was to be loosed in heaven.
Now, we testify that these three individ-
uals holding the keys of that apostleship,
the higher priesthood, have come down
to the earth as ministering beings in
our own times, and ordained the Prophet
Joseph Smith to the same apostleship
and priesthood and authority which they
held, and through him it has been con-
ferred upon others, so that the ancient
authority and priesthood held by men of
God in times of old, is here on the earth
in this Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

Then there is another difference be-
tween us and the rest of the people called
Christian, who profess to believe in the
Christian religion. This lesser priest-
hood holds the power to baptize for the
remission of sins among other things,
but it does not hold the power to confer



