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consecration will take place.

I am, and I presume a great many

others who are acquainted with the rev-

elations of God, as contained in the Doc-

trine and Covenants, are looking for the

period of time to come, in the history of

the Latter-day Saints, when we as a peo-

ple shall possess a very different country

from the one we are now inhabiting. We

do not expect to go to the Sandwich Is-

lands, neither to the Society Islands, nei-

ther to any of the islands of the oceans,

nor into South America, nor Central

America, to carry out the order of things

which we expect to enter into in all its

fulness. But we expect, just as much

as we expect the sun will shine, when

it arises on a clear morning, that the

Lord will, by and by, take us back to the

land referred to by Brother Snow, this

forenoon. We do not expect that when

that time shall come, that all Latter-day

Saints, who now occupy the mountain

Valleys, will go in one consolidated body,

leaving this land totally without inhabi-

tants. We do not expect any such thing.

But we do expect, that there will be a pe-

riod in the future history of the Church

whenmany hundreds of this people—our

youth, for instance, who will grow up in

those days, when they will be consoli-

dated as a body, and will go to the east-

ern portions of the state of Kansas, and

also to the western portions of the state

of Missouri to settle. And when that time

shall come, if it be needful to carry out

the commandments which Brother Snow

read this morning, referring to the pur-

chase of lands, we will have property

and means sufficient to accomplish this

work. It was necessary some 47 years

ago to purchase lands, and also for sev-

eral years afterwards. But we did not do

it then. It may be necessary for us in

times to come, and probably will be nec-

essary for us to purchase that whole re-

gion of country. Why so? Because if

there be prior occupants to it, should we

not be willing to give them an equiva-

lent, such as will satisfy them, for its

possession, including the improvements

attached thereto? Certainly. Conse-

quently it may be necessary for us to

carry out the fulness of all these reve-

lations, notwithstanding all the abuses

and persecutions that have been heaped

upon the Latter-day Saints. But whether

this be the case or not there is one thing

certain—something that you and I may

depend upon, with as much certainty as

we expect to get our daily food, and that

is, that the Lord our God will take this

people back, and will select from among

this people, a sufficient number, to make

the army of Israel very great. And when

that day comes, he will guide the forces

of those who emigrate to their posses-

sions in those two states, that I have

mentioned. And the land thus purchased

will be no doubt, as far as possible, lo-

cated in one district of country, which

will be settled very differently from the

way we now settle up these mountain re-

gions. You may ask, in what respect we

shall differ in settling up those countries

when we go there to fulfil the command-

ments of the Lord? I will tell you. No

man in those localities will be permitted

to receive a stewardship on those lands,

unless he is willing to consecrate all his

properties to the Lord. That will be

among the first teachings given. When

this shall be done, the people will be, as

the parable says, like unto one body—all

equally poor, or all equally rich; in other

words, they will be persons that can

claim no property as their own, every-

thing being consecrated. And the land


