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him, but in other revelations which we
have received, we have an account of the
kind of ministry that he had, the labors
that he performed, the preaching that he
did, the manifestation of the power of God
on his behalf, and finally of his gathering
together a large number of people. That
he built a city; that in that city they were
under the guidance, direction and control
of the Almighty; and that he and his city
and people, or many of them, were trans-
lated, and hence as the Bible says, “he was
not; for God took him,” and he also took
the people that were with him, those that
feared him and worked righteousness.
There are other events associated with
these matters which are very interesting
when we come to examine them. The
people had corrupted themselves very
much, departed from the law of God,
violated his ordinances, and committed
all kinds of iniquity, so that, as the Bible
tells us, all the thoughts of their hearts
were only evil and that continually, and it
repented the Lord that he had made man
because of the wickedness and corruption
that then existed. We have a very short ac-
count of this in the Scriptures, but through
other means that have been communicated
to us we have received a further knowledge
of these matters; for other men that em-
braced the Gospel in former ages became
preachers of righteousness as well as Enoch.
They had the Spirit of the Gospel as Moses
had it, as Jesus had it, and as we have it.
They held communion with God and were
under the inspiration of the Almighty, in
their administration, and when they came
together—those that feared God and
worked righteousness—they had visions
and revelations and prophesied of events
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that should transpire. There were many
prophets in those days and they prophesied
of a prison house that God had prepared,
told the people of the destruction that was
coming upon the earth: that they should be
swept off the face of the earth by the wa-
ters of the flood and that none should be
spared except a few to perpetuate the name
and fame of the Almighty and again propa-
gate their species. This is a thing that has
seemed very singular to some men who do
not comprehend the designs of God, and
they suppose that there was a degree of cru-
elty attached to the Almighty in sweeping
off the whole people of the land, with the
exception of a very few. They assume to say
there was a degree of injustice, cruelty and
tyranny associated with it. However, that
is for want of an understanding of correct
principle, and the designs of the Almighty,
and many conclusions that people arrive at,
predicated upon the same ground—arise
from a lack of understanding the principle
that they talk about.

There are some principles connected
with these things which put matters in a
very different light. When we understand
the nature of man, when we consider that
he is a dual being, that he is possessed of
a body and spirit, that he is associated
with time and with eternity, that accord-
ing to the Scriptures the spirits of all men
were created before this world was made,
and that God is the God and Father of
the spirits of all flesh; and being God and
Father of the spirits of all flesh, it was
his right and his prerogative to dictate
what should be done for the benefit of
those spirits and his children that he
had created here upon the earth. It was
not a matter of theory, according to
the opinions of men, but an immutable
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