
We come again to another prominent 
character, that is Abraham, a very remark-
able man in his day and age; although at 
the present time men look upon him as a 
kind of an old shepherd, a man that at-
tended flocks and herds and sheep, a sort 
of herdsman and a shepherd; and there 
was very little of him known except that 
he lived in his day almost as a barbarian. 
That is the opinion that many men have 
formed of him—that he was something 
like our backwoodsmen, some of our 
farmers who have not mixed up with the 
elite of society, or made themselves famil-
iar with the intelligence that pervades the 
world. I look upon him as another char-
acter entirely, and from information that 
we can gather from revelations that have 
been referred to, we find that there was 
something very peculiar about him. We 
read his history and we find that he was a 
man that sought after righteousness, that 
he desired to obtain more righteousness, 
that he examined the records of his fa-
thers, that he found in examining the 
records, tracing them back through the 
flood, clear away back unto Adam’s day, 
he found many circumstances that were 
connected with mankind, not only to 
Adam’s day, but before the world was. 
In doing this, among other things, he 
found he had a right to the priesthood. I 
need not stop to tell you what that is, you 
Latter-day Saints. You understand it is 
the rule and government of God, whether 
in the heavens or on the earth, and when 
we talk of the kingdom of God we talk of 
something that pertains to rule, govern-
ment, authority and dominion; and that 
priesthood is the ruling principle that 
exists in the heavens or on the earth, as-
sociated with the affairs of God. Hence, 
we are told in the Scriptures that Christ

was a priest forever after the order of 
Melchizedek. Then of what order was 
Melchizedek? A priest forever after the 
order of the Son of God, for if Christ  
was after the order of Melchizedek, 
Melchizedek must have been after the or-
der of Christ, as a necessary consequence. 
Very well. Now, then, in relation to that 
priesthood it was something that minis-
tered in time and through eternity; it was 
a principle that held the keys of the mys-
teries of the revelations of God, and was 
intimately associated with the Gospel, and 
the Gospel, wherever it existed, was in pos-
session of this priesthood; and it could not 
exist without it. It always “brought life 
and immortality to light.” The notions 
and opinions and religions of man gen-
erally are altogether devoid of a principle 
of that kind, they know nothing about it. 
Whenever men are placed in communica-
tion with God and are in possession of the 
Gospel of the Son of God, it brings life and 
immortality to light, and places them in re-
lationship with God that other men know 
nothing about.

They were spoken of in former times as 
the “sons of God.” “Now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is.” It was this priesthood that 
would be the means of introducing him 
into the presence of God that Abraham 
found that he was a rightful inheritor of, 
according to his lineage and descent, and 
he applied for an ordination, which he 
received, according to the revelation giv-
en unto us, and with that ordination the  
powers, the blessings, the light, intelli-
gence and revelation associated with the 
Gospel of the Son of God. And what then?  
The next that we read of is that he had the
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