HOW A KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IS OBTAINED, ETC.

of the ancient principles and of God in
ages that have preceded you. It shall
lead unto all truth. You shall compre-
hend all matters that are necessary for
you to know by the light, intelligence,
and revelation which flows from God.
And what else shall it do? It shall show
you of things to come. It shall draw aside
the veil of the invisible world. It shall
make you acquainted with the things
pertaining to eternity, and you will be
enabled to square your lives according
to the eternal principles of intelligence
as it dwells in the bosom of God, and as
the Holy Ghost will make known and re-
veal unto you. It is this priceless trea-
sure that is spoken of that we possess
in earthen vessels "that ye are come,"
says Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews,
"unto mount Sion, and unto the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to the innumerable company of an-
gels, To the general assembly and church
of the firstborn, which are written in
heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and
to the spirits of just men made perfect.
And to Jesus the mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling,
that speaketh better things than that
of Abel." This is what the Gospel does
for you, it brings life and immortality to
light.

These are some of the leading, promi-
nent principles as they have existed
heretofore, along with thousands of oth-
ers that we have not time to mention or
touch upon this evening.

Now, we will come to other events,
of later date; events with which we
are associated—I refer now to the
time that Joseph Smith came among

men. What was his position? And
how was he situated? I can tell
you what he told me about it. He

said that he was very ignorant of
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the ways, designs and purposes of God,
and knew nothing about them; he was a
youth unacquainted with religious mat-
ters or the systems and theories of the
day. He went to the Lord, having
read James' statement, that, "If any of
you lack wisdom, let him ask of God,
that giveth to all men liberally, and up-
braideth not; and it shall be given him."
He believed that statement and went to
the Lord and asked him, and the Lord
revealed himself to him together with
his Son Jesus, and, pointing to the lat-
ter, said: "This is My Beloved Son, Hear
Him!" He then asked in regard to the
various religions with which he was sur-
rounded. He enquired which of them was
right for he wanted to know the right
way and to walk in it. He was told that
none of them was right, that they had all
departed from the right way, that they
had forsaken God the fountain of living
waters, and hewed them out cisterns,
broken cisterns, that could hold no wa-
ter. Afterwards the Angel Moroni came
to him and revealed to him the Book of
Mormon, with the history of which you
are generally familiar, and also with the
statements that I am now making per-
taining to these things. And then came
Nephi, one of the ancient prophets, that
had lived upon this continent, who had
an interest in the welfare of the people
that he had lived amongst in those days.

But how is it in relation to these
people and in regard to some of these
matters? Why and how should these
men that have lived here upon the earth
have anything to do with the people
that now live upon it? You Latter-
day Saints ought to be acquainted with
these matters, and I suppose you are;
but I will show one or two princi-



